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Since its founding in 1972, Island Resources Foundation (IRF)
has established a significant body of work addressing the
differences between insular and continental systems while
supporting the emergence of island-focused and island-
specific environmental guidelines, practices and institutions.

In further pursuit of this mission, during the last twelve
months Island Resources Foundation has:
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dsland communities display rich and diverse cultureguages,

characteristics such asolation, restricted land area and limited
resources bring about significant enviroantal and social
challenges.Thesame characteristicalsoyield opportunitiesfor
tackling these challenges effectivelgmphasis added

llan Kelman
Full text at www.eldis.org/id21ext/insights70editorial.html

\.

societies, histories, governance forms and livelihoods. Yet islanc

Carried out preliminary planning for the proposed Nevis Peak Nationald?k.

Completed a 5-year Conservation and Management Plan for the protection of bat speciesn the US Virgin Islands.
Produced the first Environmental Profilen the British Virgin Islands, for the island of Jost Van Dyke

Designed and implemented an outreach strategy for the Global Environment Outloofor Latin America and the Caribbean.

Provided a biodiversity inventory and status assessment report for the proposed Wallings Forest Protected Areand the
Codrington Lagoon National Pank Antigua and Barbuda.

Worked in partnershipwith the Environment Division of Antigua-Barbuda, the Nevis Island Administration, the Caribbean
Coral Reef Institute at the University of Puerto Rico, the Jost Van Dykes Preservation Society, the BVI National Parks Trust,
the Nevis Historical and Conservation Society, | b 9 tRe@ianal Office for Latin America and the Caribbean in Panama, the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, and Environment Tourism Consulting in Antigua.

Assisted the BVI National Parks Trust in managing its newest protected area, the Sandy Cay Habitat Management Area

Provided guidance and support for the Caribbean Philanthropy Network (CPN, the Caribbean Conservation Association
(CCA, the Small Island Developing States Network (SIDSNet the BVI Planning Committee for the 2012 International Small
Island Studies Association (ISISAmeeting, and the Global Islands Partnership (GLISPA

Continued its 16-year programof research, erosion modeling, and development of best management practices for
sediment contrd in the Caribbean, at sites principally in Puerto Rico and the USVI.

Honored an islander from the Netherlands Antilles with presentation of the 18" Euan P. McFarlane Awarfdr Outstanding
Environmental Leadership in the Insular Caribbean.

Contributed to the preparation of a Land Use Zoning and Management Plan for the integrated developmentof the Body
Ponds Watershedn Antigua.

Some of these accomplishments and more are detailed in the pages of this Annual Review for 2009.

The island of Jost Van Dyke, British Virgin Islarfdsm the north shore of Torola

Jost Van Dyke was the subject of an Environmental Profilprepared by Island Resources Foundation in 2009, in partnership
with the Jost Van Dykes Preservation Society with funding provided by the UK Overseas Territories Environment Programme.
[Photo Credit: Saraheva Krarcic
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Notes on Staff, Trustees, Associates and Proiects

Island Resources Foundéon has an

nouncedthe appointment of Dr. Michael E.
h Qb &dSénior Research Fellow
$08 /6. AAl EO A
Islands and an anthropologist by training,
having earneda Ph.D. Degree in Develep
ment Anthropology from the Union Ingi-

In honor of her years of service a scholarship fund (in the marine
sciences)was established by theUniversity of the Virgin Islandin
the name of retiring UVI Presk
dent and IRF TrusteepPr. LaVerne
E. Ragster It has been theFoun-
A A O Edodd&ofiune to be aso
ciated with Dr. Ragster for more
than 25 years, as a colleague,

tute. Over the course of his fien-year often as a partner, and as a mem

tenure at the H. Lavity Stoutt Community College in th&VI, Dr. ARO T & )28&80 i

/8. AAl BI AUAA A AAT OOAI OT1 A ET gnee 1993, { :
College serving first as Vice Predient and then as the third Dr. LaVerne Ragster and her husband,
President, steppng down from the presidency at the end of 2008, Hoyd Gardner, an IRF Program Associate
in part, to pursue earlier interests in international development

and the environment. WelcomeA AT AOAh $08 /8. AAIl A

The recent publication of The Wild Plants of Antigua and Barbuda
highlights one of the pasions of IRF ecologist and conservation
biologist Kevel Lindsay namely, the discovery and cataloguingof
plant speciesin the insular Caribbean.
Additionally, reflecting his other bio- [
diversity passions? birds and bats  |§
Kevel has beerelected to the boardof
the Society for the Conservation and
Study of Caribbean Birds while he
and IRF colleague JeanPierre Bacle
continue their study of Caribbean
bats, including recent publication of
their research efforts in the Virgin
) Ol ATAO AT A 110EGC Pictured (-r): Chrid Pratt, Carolyn Thomas
cords of Bats from the British Virgin and Melanie Pearson, K 2 = 6 AKévél |
) Ol AT KOG | xEOE ' A Dy areposesgircferfingedadpfof
. . anew publication that catalogues and illu-
HUgh GenOW&yS) inCaribbean Jour strates approximately 500 species of native
nal of ScienceVoI. 45’ No. 2, 2009 and naturalized plants in Antigua.
AT A | EERecor® &EADS
nichollsifrom Antigua, Lesser Antille® (with Gary Kwiecinski, Scott
Pedersen ad Hugh Genoways) ilMammalia, 74 (2010).

IRF Trustee and Senior Program Associatarbara J. Lauschis the
author of anew book from the Environmental Law Programmeof
the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN and the International Courcil
of Environmental Law (ICEL) entitled Weaw
ing A Web of Environmental LawtUCN/ICEL,
Bonn, Germany (563 pages). She is currently
working on a revision of ) 5 # .Goid®lines
for Protected Areas Legislatigrwhich repre-
sents an uplating of her original work pre-
pared in 1980.

IRF TrusteeNicolas Draytonhas joined the Uni
versity of the Virgin Islands (UVI) as program
coordinator for VI EPSCoOR, th&/| Experimental
Program to Stimulate Competitive Researcla
program housed at UVIwith a mission to expand
OEA 6) 4AO0OEOI OUBO AAD
and education. Prior to joining UVI, Mr. Drayton
heade?A OEA / AAAT #1 be@nfp@d
gram office, and earlier in his career he served as director of the
BVI National Parks Trust.

o
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IRF Vice PresidentJudith Towle and Senior Research FellovDr.
aA OKI St, arle @dviig 6n the Adsory

Board of the Caribbean Philanthropy Network
(CPN), a Ford Foundatioffunded program of

the Community Foundation of the US Virgin |
Islands. A primaryCPNinitiative ? a review of
the legal and regulatory framework for
philanthropy in the Caribbeare is led by CPN
board membersJudith Towleand William

Moody, Distinguished Fellow of the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund and an advisor
to IRF during its eightyear Sandy Cay
project in the BVI. The outputs of this
initiative will be reviewed at the amual

meeting of the Caritbean Philanthropy

Network in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands in
May of 2010.

A

Above:
Judith Towle and Bill Moody

<

IRF founderand past president, the late Dr. Edward L. Towle, was
recently honored by the H. Lavity Stoutt Community College
(HLSCCET 41 0011 Ah " 6) xibddentalibrdry #1 1 1
was dedicated in hisname andmemory as theDr. Edward L. Towle

Island Systems Environment&ollecton. In a ceremony including

three HLSCC presidents (current president, Dr.
Karl Dawson; immediate past president, Dr.
-EAEAAT M dormkrApregjderd Bnd cur-
rent chairman of the Bard, Dr. Charles
Wheatley), Dr. Towle was rememberedas an
educator, historian, environmentalist, who cared
passionately for the unique Caribbean library he
created and built over a30-year period. That
library was donated to HLSCC in 1997 and is now

ET OOAA AO OdialuitaBay Cah@BIdih Towle, who
spoke at the dedication, recalled the launching of the library in the
early 1970s:

Ed determined that the library would include netraditional, se
AAT T AA OGO And dthet uBPDAishédrdtéridl and, equally
important, that this information would be available within an open
access framework. The subject mattethe environment, small
island systems, sustainable development in the Ceetole were all
relatively new subjects for the region. And because these were pre
Internet, preGoogle, even prpersonal computer times, the service

EO0T AGET T  DPOT OE AKiAd hid extensive Gishibutiors A OA O L
network? fulfilled a growing need and wasnique for its time.

I AT

i EO -01 ¢

source Centrein Tortola.



island resources foundatiog 2009

Island Resources Foundationhas announcel

the 18 recipient of the Euan P. McFarlane
Award for Outstanding Environmental Leader
ship in the Insular Caribbean He isRueben J.

Thompson of St. Maarten the first honoree

from the Netherlands Antilles. IRF has over

seenmanagement of the$1,000 avard since it

was established in 1987. Recipients have in

cluded environmental leaders from St. Lug,

Barbados, Antigua, Dominica, Trinidad, St. Croix, Guadeloupe, St.
Kitts, Nevis, Jamaica, British Virgin Islands and St. Vincent.

- 08 4ET I bOdspubfoniaribjNatalie Collier, presi
dent of Environmental Protection in the CaribbeafEPIC, in a
nomination that emphasized his environmental leadership and
advocacy skillsfor, among other accomplishmentsthe Love the
Lagoon project and on behalfof the historic Emilio Wilson Estate.
His nomination was alsosupported by Paul Hoetjes Department
of Environment and Nature Curacaq who wrote, 02 OA A AT
young St. Maartener who has been instrumental in achieving im
portant victories for nature conservation on St. Maarten, no small
feat on an island wherethe pressure of development is enor
iT6086

Under the leadership of) 2 &0F. @arlos
RamosScharrén erosion studies at Fish
Bay (St. John, U8) have been recognized
by the Rainforest AllianceEl O OOE A
specialized GIS tools to identify, prioritize
and implement best management prac
tices for controlling land-based sediment
flow.0 Watershedsat Fish Bay and else
where on St. Johnwere employed as
demonstration sites forthe application of
similar practices elsewherein the Carib-
bean. The Rainforest Alliance has in
cluded the project on ts Ecolndex a
databaseof information about more than
1,250 inspiring conservation prgects in
the Americas.

Resources Foundation, volunteers from the [
Estate Fish Bay Owner8 Association have
created anative plant gardenunder the direc—

The garden displays the types of plants and ‘
trees that grow naturally at Fish Bay and the [B.#
entrance sign, pictured at right, encourages
residents to use the garden before excavating,
as a guide to what could grow on their land or

may already be presentind in need of preservation

St. Lucia may be home to themallest beetle in the world ac
cording to results of a 2009 assessent carried out by Dr. Michael
lvieh A AAAOI A OPAAEAI EOO xEI
collection of West Indies beetles. The discovery of an unknown
speciesmeasuring a third of a millimeter was madeduring a 3-
month study in St. Lucia Dr. Ive has been an IRF Program Asso

ciatefor over 25 yearsA1 A OAOOAA AO AEEAAZE C(tonaland legal frameworkfor protecting and; T TNtheastcoast of VD, |ook.ng

ecosystem study of Sandy Cay in the BVI.

ATIVE PLANT
GARDEN

E A natural and physical featuresof the five is- |

) 2&6 O D Bricé Bditdy is@ imember of a
core group of tenglobal experts assembled by
OEA 5. 60 ifcEoAdn@ anklisdaial Af |,
fairs/Division for Sustainable Developmentto
provide strategic input for revitalizing SIDSNet
the Small Island Developing States Networkihe
rationale for SIDSNet dates to 1994vhen the
United Nations sponsored aGlobal Confeencein
Barbados on the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing States3ID$.

The emergentBarbados Program of Action called for the formation of
a network to facilitate the exchange of experience among the SIDS,
with an early emphasis on inbrmation management as aesponse to
the unique development challenges of SIDSThe longterm vision
was to enable interaction around the Barbados Program of Action
and provide a voice for SIDS on island sustainable development is
sues. In the intervenimy years, that early focus has shifted from in
formation access and availability totransforming information into
knowledge for informed decisionmaking.

Mr. Potter currenty EAAAG OEA &1 O1 AAGEI
emerging information managment technologies that advance small
island sustainability, AT A EA
tronic mail lists, most of which address issues of special relevance to
small islands.

( Jost Van Dyke Environmental Profile

Despite its three centuries of modern habitation, Jost Van Dyke
[British Virgin Islands] has only been lightly developed, with
economic growth proceeding at a slower pace compared to its
larger nearby neighbours Tortola in the BVI and St. Thomas in
OEA 536)8 -0AE 1T £ OEA
elements remain relativelyintact; its lifestyle seems less hurried
and stressful than on more developed Cdréan islands.

0

Yet the pressures for change and growth are also evident, and Jost
Van Dyke (JVD) finds itself positioned between a past it does not
want to lose or squandeand a future that promises more options
with expanded growth.

Thus begins a 135page document,The Jost Van Dyke Envi
ronmental Profilg prepared by Island Resources Foundation
in 2009. The study, the first environmental profile available
for the British Virgin Islands, is the ninth Caribbeanprofile
prepared by IRFE including, to date: Anguilla, Antigua-
Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Montserragt. KittsNevis, St.
Lucia and St. Vincent Althoughthe JVDProfile is not of the
entire BVI chain of islands, EA 1 AO0OT 1 O
environmental future through the profiling process might
well provide a fresh approach to understanding environ
mental change in the BVI as a whole.

The JVD Environmental Profiles a synthesis of E A
ri 71 AT Qést MaEDyke and of the uninhabited, |mmed|ately
adjacent smaller islands of LittleJvDQ Green

160

iTAAOAOGAG OEA &l

EOI AT AB O

1 AAOT A,

Cay, Sandy Cay and Sandy Spit. ThReofile
opens with an introductory description of the

lands and ofi OO 6 AT corfimiityd etO
ting. This is followed by a second introduc
tory chapter focusing I T OE Ainstits- ) =0

toward Little JVD (Photo: JP Bacle)

managlng the environment. (continued, page4)



The chapter onbiodiversity is based on fietl
work and research carried out by IRF
environmental scientists, Kevel Lindsayand
JeanPierre Bacle It provides the first com-
prehensive inventory and assessment of
* 6 $térrdstrial environment. The chapter
on Jost Van Dyke andhe sea prepared by
IRF Program Associate and BVmarine biol-
ogist Clive Petrovicexamines* 6 $rhaéne
and coastal resources maritime traditions
and the economic primacy of the sea in the
lives of Jost Van Dykians.

I AREOGET T Al AEADPOAOO 00601 (o]
historical heritage and cultural traditions, with an inventory and
assessment of historic sites by historiatMichael D. Kenbf H. Lavity

Stoutt Community College, and the notangible AOOE £AAA OO

cultural heritage explored by Susan Zaluskand Rosemary Delany
Smithof the Jost Van Dykes Pservation Society.

The Profile concludes with a discussion ofvaste managementand
pollution control with a final look at the future and at the certral
question that guided the Profile Project 2

How can the Jost Van Dyke community
and the BVI Government find the needed
balance between what they want to
protect and how they want to grow?

The JVD Environmental Rifile is one product of a larger program
supported by the Jost Van Dykes Preservation Societinder a grant
to the Society from the UK Overseas Territories Environment Pro
gramme (OTEP). Judith Towleserved asIRF project director and
Profile editor, while JeanPierre Baclecoordinated IRF research and
field activities.

Antigua, Barbuda and Nevis

In 2007, theOrganisation of Eastern Caribbean Sta{€3ECpsecured
funding from USAIDfor a project to conserve biodiversity in OECS
countries by improving legislation, management and atservation.
Seven sites were identified for support, three of which became the
focus of IRF assistance in 2009:

(1) The proposedWallings Forest Protected Areia Antigua? one
of the earliest and most successful examples of reforestation in
the Lesser Antiles.

(2) The Codrington Lagoon National Parln Barbuda 2 long a
natural-area icon in the country,with a largely unpopulated
lagoon encompassing a wild area teeming with birds, insects
and flowers.

(3) The proposedNevis Peak Protected Arei St. Kitts and Nevis
2 the dominating central peak on Nevis, usuallpbscured by
cloud cover.

IRFassembledteams of expertsfor each of thethree target areas to
carry out field researchand biodiversity inventories, to liaise and
coordinate with government officials, andto consult and interact
with local communities and stakeholders

yl 11T OECOA AT A " AOAOGAAR
rectly with the Environment Divisionof the Government of Antjua
and Barbuda with further participation by volunteers from the
Environmental Awareness Groupa local NGO. nINevis,IRF worked
on the ground with the Nevis Island Administratiorand the Nevis

Kevel Lindsagearches for frogs in
Tillandsialcommonly known as Wild
Pine or Bromeliad), during field inves-
tigations for the Jost Van Dyke
Environmental Profile project.

OEA

)y2&80 PA

Historical and Conservation Societywith project funding
provided directly by the OECS.

A variety of products were produced ly IRF staff and associates
working on the three islands including:
P Literature reviews for all three sites;

P  Biodiversity inventories and status assessmentfor all
three sites;

P Boundary recommendationsfor the proposed Nevis
Peak National Park and Camps ®ér Watershed

P A Management Plarfor the proposed Nevis Peak Na

tional Park and Camps River Watershed.
Ul Al AU UV

t AOGd2NBR FNB a2YS 2F GKS YSYOSNE 2F
plant specialists Melanie Pearson and Carolyn Thompson from Antigua; nature tour
3dzZA RS W YSa W2 Ky & 2l¢an-FreidBatle andX@val BinGisayl Y R

In association with Lucia Mingsof Environment Tourism Consulting
Ltd. (ETCbased inAntigua), IRF assisted with preparation of a Land
Use Zonhg and Local Area Management Plan for thBody Ponds
Watershed the most significant watershed on the island of Antigua.

) 2 &Bue Potterassisted with both the zoning and area manage

ment plans Program AssociateClive Petrovicprovided an assess

ment of the marine environmentsx EOEET OEA xAOAOOE
Carlos Ramos Scham prepared an assessment of sediment sources

and guidelines for asediment monitoring strategy.

The Body Pond studies are part of a larger efforDemonstrating the
Developmentand Implementation of a Sustainable Island Resource
Management MechanisrtiSIRMM) in a Small Island Developing State
funded in Antigua as a fulsize Global Environment Facity (GEf
project.

DONATION INFORMATION

IF YOU WANT TO HELP ISLAND RESOURCES FOUNDATION

CONTINUE PROGRAMS SIMILAR TO THOSE DESCRIBED

IN THIS NEWSLETTER , WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO MAKE A
US TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION .

IF YOU RECEIVED THIS PUBLICATION BY MAIL ,
A DONATION ENVELOPE IS ENCLOSED FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE.

OTHERWISE, PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION ,
PAYABLE TO ISLAND RE SOURCESFOUNDATION , TO:

ISLAND RESOURCES FOUNDATION T
1718 P STREET NORTHWEST, SUITE T4
WASHINGTON , DC 20036
TELEPHONE: 202.265.9712

EMAIL: if@irf.org

CONTRIBUTIONS BY US TAX PAYERS ARE TAX EXEMPT TO THE FU LL EXTENT OF THE LAW .
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