WELCOME TO THE
FISH BAY
NATIVE PLANT

Tyre Palm

This garden shows the types of plants and trees that grow best and naturally in Fish Bay.

Before you excavate, use this garden area as a guide to what could grow on your land or may
already be there. Tag trees on your building site for saving and only excavate the area covering
the footprint of the home you are building.

This garden is in greenspace owned by the Island Resources Foundation which permitted this
education use. The Estate Fish Bay Owners’ Association was awarded a grant from the VI
Department of Agriculture, Urban & Community Forestry Program to fund this project.
Members of the community volunteered many hours to prepare the site, plant, and install the
garden path and Eleanor Gibney, St John’s own botanist, guided us and was instrumental in
creating this brochure.

Thank you to all.

Bay rum - Pimenta racemosa

This beautiful native tree is the source of aromatic oil that is mixed with alcohol or rum to make the cologne or
lotion known as bay rum which was extremely popular around the world in the period between 1880 and 1940. St.
John was a major producer of bay oil. Locally, leaves are also used in home remedies and cooking. A medium
sized evergreen tree, with smooth bark and very dark green spicy-scented foliage.

Bay Rum

Birchberry or Privet eugenia - Eugenia ligustrina
A pretty shrub or small tree that makes an excellent hedge. The berries are edible, with a sweet, juicy,
and slightly aromatic flesh.

Black calabash - Amphetheca latifolia
A native relative of the commoner calabash or gobi tree, black calabash is restricted to the larger guts and areas
that receive a lot of freshwater runoff, It bears small round gourd fruits and dark-green, glossy foliage.

Black mampoo - Guapira fragrans
Among the commonest trees in St. John’s forests, black mampoo is relatively nondescript, often best recognized
by the small brown wart-like galls that are almost always present on the foliage. The galls are formed around
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insect eggs—a species of fly that lays eggs only on black mampoo leaves—and do not harm the tree. The related
water mampoo (Pisonia subcordata) is common in drier parts of the island.

Bulletwood or balata - Manilkara bidentala

One of the most valuable of native woods, bullet is now rare in the Virgin Islands, found only on Bordeaux Mt. on
St. John, and Sage Mt. on Tortola. The hard, strong wood is similar to mahogany, and the tree can grow to over
100 fi. tall. The rather gummy fruit is edible, similar to the related sapodilla.

Ebonyberry or black ironwood - Kugiodendron ferreum

Although it is not well known, this unassuming small tree possesses one of the hardest and heaviest woods in the
world, with a specific gravity up to 1.4 (this is a measure of density, with the density of water being 1, thus this
wood is 40% denser than water). The trees are generally too small to allow the harvesting of useable wood. The
black berries are edible, although rather insipid in flavor.

False mahogany or pigturd or angelin - Andira inermis

A common medium to large tree of moist forests throughout tropical America, andira is beautiful in bloom, with
masses of purple pea-type flowers in large panicles. The wood is very attractive and has been used extensively for
furniture, turned items and construction.

Giant philodendron - Philodendron giganteum

One of two native philodendrons on St. John, this bushy semi-climber is highly “tropical” in appearance. It is
found only in a few guts and mountain forests, but is adaptable to cultivation in any part of the island with
moderate to high moisture.

Guavaberry - Myrciaria floribunda

One of numerous small-leaved native trees in the myrtle family, guavaberry is distinct in its pale and very smooth
bark., similar to the related guava. The berries, which may be either orange or dark purple, are highly flavorful
and aromatic. Virgin Islanders have long traditions of making a Christmas liqueur, delicious tarts and other holiday
treats from this highly esteemed fruit. Usually flowering in May or June, with fruit maturing from September to
November.

uavaberry

Hoopvine - Trichostigma octandrum

A massive woody vine in the pokeweed family, hoop is common in forests and moister disturbed areas throughout
the island. The smaller stems were used extensively in the manufacture of market baskets on St. John. Baskets
were sold in St. Thomas and exported to the States during the first half of the 20™ century.

Inkberry - Randia aculeata

The traditional Christmas tree of the Virgin Islands, inkberry is a common shrub or small tree in the coffee family.
Intensely fragrant small white flowers mature into white berries that are dark blue on the inside, reportedly used
for ink at one time.






