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Good morning.  My name is Bruce Potter, and I have been President of Island Resources Foundation since 1998, when Dr. Ed Towle, my friend and mentor, retired and became the Chairman of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees.

Welcome to all to this “Memorial Celebration of the Life of Edward Leon Towle.”  To a considerable degree, your presence and your contributions to this Memorial are the greatest tributes to Ed Towle to be offered here today.  After a few brief comments, my role is to facilitate the presentations of the announced friends who were asked by Mrs. Towle to provide tributes to her husband today.  Beyond those offerings, I want to encourage any or all of you to offer your own personal recollections, as you feel so inspired.

My wife Kincey and I first met Ed Towle in July or August of 1973, shortly after our arrival by sailboat in St. Thomas, when we were introduced by our mutual friend, Henry U. Wheatley, who had recently become a Trustee of a new St. Thomas-based non-profit organization called Island Resources Foundation (a position he still holds).  Henry took us out to the new offices of the Foundation at Johnny Harms Marina, where we were introduced to Ed Towle.  It was the beginning of a long and enjoyable association.

One of the sidelights I would like to offer about Ed Towle and the many contributions he made to conservation and sustainable development for small islands is to recognize that over the years Ed produced three major intellectual works that have regional and global significance for the study of small island systems.

In 1974, working with the Canadian John McEachern (whose moving tribute from Alberta about the early days of the Foundation is notable in your Memorial booklet), Ed wrote Ecological Guidelines for Island Development, published by IUCN, now called the World Conservation Union.  This book, which may have been one of the first to have used the word ecology in its title, was a major contribution to the emerging field of “island systems,” a part of the growing academic awareness of the unique features of island environments.
A decade later, as also mentioned by Judith in the Memorial booklet, Dr. Towle wrote The Island Microcosm, in which he made the case about the fundamental error of trying to apply inappropriate continental models of development and environmental change to the social and bio-chemical realities of small island systems.  It is worth noting that this intellectual and theoretical argument was developed as Ed and Judith were concluding the Foundation’s masterwork compendium of eight Country Environmental Profiles for the small islands of the Eastern Caribbean:  Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  Having assimilated a vast amount of information about the environments of these small islands (and I don’t think Ed Towle ever forgot a fact in his life), The Island Microcosm represents the considered conclusions of one of the intellectual giants (as well as fiercest advocate) of island studies in the Caribbean.
Then again, in the mid-1990s Ed wrote Guidelines for Integrated Planning and Management of Coastal and Marine Areas in the Wider Caribbean, for the United Nations Environment Programme’s Caribbean Environment Programme in Kingston, Jamaica.  Ed designed this manual specifically to adapt the best of the new thinking about integrated (continental) planning processes to the special scale and community dynamics that he had come to understand so well for small islands.
In a small bit of irony, we had recently decided to use the Foundation’s web site to make these documents more accessible to modern audiences.  I had converted Ecological Guidelines for Island Development to digital form, and Ed and I were working on a new introduction in which he would reflect on some of the changes in thinking about island systems studies since the 1970s.  My own impression after working closely with the text of Ecological Guidelines is that it is a very contemporary work, with many important lessons for today.  This book will be available on our web site soon.

Since its original publication in 1996, the Guidelines for Integrated Planning and Management of Coastal and Marine Areas in the Wider Caribbean has been continuously available for free download in English or Spanish translation from the UNEP/CEP web site at http://cep.unep.org/information-services/cep-technical-reports/cep-technical-reports-listing/. 
Finally, as a continuing tribute to Ed Towle, the Foundation intends to pursue the conversion and mounting on its web site of the other major works by Ed, including The Island Microcosm and eight of the Country Environmental Profiles and the regional overview.  In the meantime, these can be consulted as hard copy reprints from the Foundation, or at associated reference centers, such as the “Island Systems Environmental Information Centre” here at H. Lavity Stoutt Community College, the smaller collection we are transferring to the St. Croix Environmental Information Repository Project at the University of the Virgin Islands campus in St. Croix, or the Foundation’s office in Washington, DC.  
We invite your assistance and your active use of these reference resources as the intellectual backbone of development and environmental conservation which Ed Towle had always intended.
