TRIBUTE TO DR. EDWARD TOWLE

By Honourable D. Orlando Smith, OBE 
Chief Minister of the British Virgin Islands 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  We gather today in a moment of sadness to mourn the loss of a true friend.

Our Lord and Savior tells us that “blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”

We take comfort being together as a community — and seeing in each other the many lives that this good man touched and made better.

And we take comfort in our remembrance of the life he led, the contributions he made and the last legacy that he has left.  Dr. Edward Towle was a true and devoted friend of our community for over thirty years.  Before it was fashionable or popular, he was a champion of the environment — a man who recognized that protecting and preserving our natural blessings is one of the great social and moral imperatives of our times.

From his modest offices at Red Hook in St. Thomas, he and his wife Judith lived as part of the greater community of the Virgin Islands.

In their own lives they exemplified the true bond that exists between all these magnificent islands.  They understood better than most that the people of the Greater Virgin Islands are one people — one family — and they were a part of that family.

In his tireless work on behalf of the environment, Dr. Towle’s life reminded us of the words of the scripture:  “The Earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”

He understood to the depths of his soul the deep responsibility we all share to tread lightly on the bountiful world we have been given — and to improve it for future generations.

In that spirit, he provided very good leadership in the development of our system of National Parks and Protected Areas.

As one of the world’s leading marine biologists, Dr. Towle’s good reputation inspired some of the most prominent institutions in the world to come work in our Territory and contribute resources and knowledge to the goal of preserving our environment.

It was with deep pride that we all celebrated when Dr. Towle was honoured by the United Nations Environment Programme as one of their “Global 500” leaders in environmental protection.
As Dr. Towle advanced in age, he turned his focus towards the legacy he would leave to those who would follow.

Among other projects he donated a complete library worth of materials and resources that now constitute the “Island Systems Environmental Information Centre”, which will be transferred to the stewardship of the H. Lavity Stoutt Community College.  This impressive and inspiring act of generosity will ensure that Dr. Towle’s importance and influence will live on.

Every young student who passes through the information centre and learns more about our beloved islands’ fragile eco-system; and every young person inspired to take action to protect our endangered planet; and every academic who is able to push forward on a vital project — all will have cause to give thanks to this fine man and to be inspired by all he accomplished.

Ladies and Gentlemen:  God called home one of our dearest friends.

We take comfort knowing that he is at our Lord’s side now and forever.

And in his passing we pledge to pick up and carry forward the torch he held that guided so many while he was among us.

Our thoughts and our prayers are today with his wife Judith Ann, his daughters Amy, Sarah and Jazz, and his sons Peter and Geoffrey, and six grandchildren.  Mrs. Towle is kindly requesting that, in lieu of flowers, friends consider a donation to the Island Resources Foundation.

Ladies and Gentlemen:  When we leave this place today, it will be with heavy hearts.

Let us take from this place fresh resolve to continue the work he began.

There is yet so much to do to preserve our environment.  Dr. Towle showed us the path — let us travel it together with the same dignity and resolve that he always showed.

And in so doing, let us feel assured that we can yet preserve the natural blessing of the Virgin Islands and protect them for generations to come.

There could be no more fitting way to celebrate this good man’s life.

