TRIBUTE TO DR. EDWARD TOWLE
By Ivor Jackson 
Environmental Planner, Antigua
I first met Ed and his wife Judith in the late 1970s after I was employed to work as Town and Country Planner in the British Virgin Islands.  From the very start, he made me feel as though we had known each other for a long time.  His excitement about his work, love for islands and eagerness to help were all very apparent then and still were when we last talked a few months ago.
My professional association with Ed started in 1977.  After being interviewed by Elton Georges for the position of BVI Town and Country Planner and got the job, I turned to Ed.  Or rather Ed heard that I was in town and got in touch.  I welcomed this because Elton had told me that the BVI needed a planner with a keen interest in the environment.  As a young professional then, who best to turn to than Ed, whom I grew to admire and to consider the father of regional environmental consciousness. I cannot think of anyone who contributed more to the region in this respect.
It did not matter what you called him for, when you called or how long you wanted to talk, Ed was there ready with his wealth of knowledge, sharp intellect, good sense of humor and dedication to islands.  Before the Internet, Ed was for me the best possible resource on environmental knowledge, scientific studies and other reference material.
He offered insight and guidance when we embarked on a project to develop a Parks System Plan for the BVI after I had left the position of planner and was working with the Eastern Caribbean Natural Area Management Programme (ECNAMP), the forerunner of CANARI.  The contribution of this project to the development of the Park System in the BVI should therefore be considered part of Ed’s legacy.
I use myself as an example of his generosity and kindness but hundreds benefited in the same way.  He assisted students, professionals, NGO’s, private sector organizations, governments, regional and international organizations in the service of islands and always with the same enthusiasm and spirit that had no boundaries. 

When in 1990/1991 IRF teamed with the Caribbean Conservation Association in the publishing of Country Environmental Profiles for several Eastern Caribbean islands, professionals, researchers, students and governments had access to what at that time were perhaps the most comprehensive documents on the general state of environments in those islands.  Ed was a walking resource on the “who is who” among scientific, technical and professional persons within or available to the region.
He is gone, but his spirit lives to shine above clouds of hope and to cast away those of despair.  It soars in love for people, animals, plants, natural systems and manmade spaces.  And as he would often remind us in a favorite quote of his:  “In all things respect the genius of the place”.
For all whose lives he touched, let the genius of his spirit guide us in our husbandry of natural and built environments.
