TRIBUTE TO DR. EDWARD TOWLE

By Lloyd Gardner 
Environmental Planner 
Jamaica and St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
I am here this morning, not to share my memories of Ed, but rather to celebrate his life.  I say his life because in most cultures, including ours, there is a belief that a person’s soul does not die with the flesh , but merely moves to another form or plane of existence.

Today I celebrate Ed’s life because his works continue to make a significant contribution to the way most Caribbean peoples perceive and treat their environment and their civic organizations.  Ed is one of the few persons that can be credited with starting, not one, but several regional institutions, each of which continues to play a vital role in Caribbean development, and one of which is more than four decades old.
I celebrate his life because his works have been so far ahead of their time that they remain relevant despite the significant changes experienced in the Caribbean during the past two decades.  I should know, because I use his work in my own work all the time.

I celebrate his life because he is alive within me.  In his humorous chidings to me for being late on an assignment.  In the way he guided me, indeed many of us present here today, to try to see beyond the confines of an immediate problem or endeavor.  In his consistent urging to be curious, creative, and to thirst for knowledge.

Ed has influenced an entire cadre of Caribbean environmental professionals and leaders. When I travel in the Caribbean, I occasionally meet people who remember Ed fondly, whether for his insistently high standards or a personal fond moment.
All of you are here because he somehow shaped your institution, or because of those moments he shared with you.  So I want you to celebrate his life because Ed will always be alive in all of us.

