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By Dr. Michael E. O’Neal 
President 
H. Lavity Stoutt Community College, British Virgin Islands
Friends and family of our departed friend, Dr. Edward Towle, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, good morning.
We are convened today to celebrate the life of Dr. Edward Towle, a man of many parts: husband of Judith Towle, renowned conservationist, mentor, friend, scholar.

One of the early publications of particular note that was produced by Dr. Towle was The Island Microcosm, which has been regarded as the bible of sustainable development for small islands’ ecosystems. Ed was a pioneer in this regard—he was a visionary, but I would suggest to you, in the words of the philosopher Erwin Schrodinger, that “the task is not so much to see what no one has yet seen, but to think what nobody has yet thought, about that which everybody sees.” That characterized Ed Towle. That spoke to the manner in which he lived and the manner in which he went about all of his work.
Let me speak a bit if I may about the relationship of Ed Towle with the British Virgin Islands and more particularly with H. Lavity Stoutt Community College. Island Resources Foundation’s (IRF) relationship with the British Virgin Islands goes back to the earliest years of the organization when, in the 1970s, the Foundation prepared for the British Virgin Islands’ Government a number of planning documents that, for the first time, looked at economic development options within the context of sustainable use of natural resources. From its headquarters—then in St. Thomas, USVI—in the decades that followed, the Foundation served as an advisor and source of environmental counsel to various agencies of the British Virgin Islands Government in the areas of environmental impact assessment, marine archaeology, land use planning and GIS applications.

During the 1990s the Foundation developed a closer working relationship with the BVI National Parks Trust, in particular, providing technical assistance and occasional small grant support. 

Beginning in 1997, H. Lavity Stoutt Community College and Island Resources Foundation began to seek to define a collaborative relationship between these two institutions. In the first instance, this related to a then-proposed relocation of the Foundation’s base of operations from the U.S. Virgin Islands to the British Virgin Islands. Secondly, it related, and perhaps more particularly, to the transfer of the Foundation’s unique environmental library and insular resource systems database from the U.S. Virgin Islands to the British Virgin Islands, more particularly under the custody of this institution.
The Foundation’s environmental library was subsequently legally transferred to the College’s proprietorship in 1999, and with the assistance of the College, the library was physically moved from St. Thomas to Tortola. It remains housed at the College’s annex in Road Town where it was established as the Insular Systems Environmental Information Centre. Initially, it was housed on the first floor of the building which is now occupied by the College’s popular bakery, but with the advent of that institution it was relocated to the second floor of the same building.  It remains under the continuing and long-standing interim management of the Foundation, pending eventual relocation to the College’s new Paraquita Bay Learning Resource Centre and we expect its integration into the library of the College, with some aspects of it probably being housed in the Centre for Applied Marine Studies.
There are several areas that Ed Towle and Island Resources have been involved in in the British Virgin Islands over the years in addition to those just mentioned. Let me just enumerate a few of them:
· IRF prepared a hazard and risk assessment for Pockwood Pond for the Town and Country Planning Department.
· They have worked with the National Parks Trust in drafting new legislation that both updates and revises the original trust establishment act which dates back to the 1960s, through a project funded by the U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
· IRF has continued a facilitating role on behalf of the estate of the late Mr. Laurance Rockefeller with respect to Sandy Cay and through which the Foundation has been asked to work with the appropriate BVI institutions, in particular the College and the BVI National Parks Trust, to prepare and test a management framework for the island that ensures its long-term protection when the estate divests itself of responsibility for and ownership of the island. 
· And finally, just to note one additional aspect of IRF’s involvement in the Territory, it has provided technical support to the Association for Reef  Keepers (ARK), a long-standing NGO in the BVI, and to Island Erosion, a more recently established group that seeks to minimize erosion and damage to the marine environment resulting from construction activities.
Let me now, if I may, speak to some rather more personal recollections and remembrances of Ed Towle. I first met Dr. Edward Towle in 1968 when he was the Director of the Caribbean Research Institute at the University of the Virgin Islands. I, at the time, was in my senior year, in fact my last semester as an undergraduate student in Puerto Rico, and I was involved in a project which had to do with the then-recent revolution which had occurred in Anguilla and I was doing some research in St. Thomas in that regard and had occasion to go to the University and thereby had the honor of meeting Dr. Edward Towle. Dr. Towle offered me some advice as a soon-to-be-graduated student. I had shared with him that my plans were to pursue postgraduate study in sociology, to which he said, “Please don’t do that. Sociologists are bean-counters with pretensions to empiricism. I suggest instead that you study anthropology.”
But I disregarded, at least initially, Dr. Towle’s advice and proceeded to register as a graduate student at the New School for Social Research of New York in sociology. However, when I got there—bear in mind the tenor of the times, the tumultuous 1960s—I encountered a sociology department at the New School which was in absolute disarray and turmoil. So I was directed to the anthropology department. And thus began my career as an anthropologist, and Ed has his way finally, as fate would have it.
Simultaneously, more or less—that being in the late 60s early 70s—I became aware of a common interest and involvement of both Ed and my late father, J.R. O’Neal, as founding members of the Caribbean Conservation Association. Ed, of course, subsequently became the first president of the organization. Both Ed Towle and my late father were eventually honoured by election to the Global 500 Honour Roll of the U.N. Environmental Protection Agency. That was a relationship which I observed over the years as one of mutual admiration and deep respect.
Over the years, what evolved with regard to my relationship with Ed Towle was one of mentorship, but more especially a friendship which deepened as the years progressed. And it is one that I am happy to have shared not only with a dear, departed friend, but also with his wife, Judith Towle.
In 2003, Dr. Towle was appointed to the Board of Governors of this institution. And he served with an amazing commitment because his appointment coincided, more or less, with the declension of his health. He went to extreme lengths to ensure that he would attend board meetings, both in terms of his travel and perhaps somewhat less problematically, within the buildings here on campus. We surely and sorely miss his presence.
In February 2003—actually I suspect that that was probably before his appointment to the Board of Governors—I had the honour and privilege of organizing a reception hosted by the College to honour Dr. Towle for his dedication and contributions to the Virgin Islands and, indeed, to the region. Let me, if I may, advert to a few quotes that arose from that particular event. He mentioned on that occasion: “The longest time I’ve been away from the Caribbean is the last six months, and it was awful. This has nothing to do with the weather; it has to do with the people. My friends and my feelings are here.” He also said on that occasion: “This is the first time that something like this has happened for me. I’m very, very happy,” and, in his usual style, he quickly dismissed all the fuss and said, “Now I can get back to work.”
Ed was a jewel of a man and in his concluding comment on the occasion of that reception in his honour he said of the British Virgin Islands: “This is a jewel. Take care of it.” I am sure he could say the same for the rest of the region to which he was dedicated and so loved. It is incumbent on all of us to cherish and polish the jewels which he so loved. 
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