TRIBUTE TO DR. EDWARD TOWLE

By Sir Probyn Inniss 
President 
Brimstone Hill Fortress National Park Society, St. Kitts
My first contact with Dr. Edward Towle was at a workshop on “The Uses of Historical Resources in Eastern Caribbean Island Development” held at the Brimstone Hill Fortress, St. Kitts in October 1983. This workshop, which may have been the first of its kind in the Eastern Caribbean, was held by the Island Resources Foundation (IRF), an organization founded in 1972 by Dr. Towle and his wife, Judith. The primary focus of the IRF was (and is) the protection of the environmental resources of tropical small islands and the proper planning and sustainable development of those resources for the benefits of the inhabitants and their successors. 
That the Brimstone Hill workshop — which brought together sixty participants including archaeologists, government planners and technocrats, cultural activists, students, environmentalists, skilled workers, among others — was about the promotion of cultural resources as tools for development, is largely attributable to the eclectic vision of this remarkable man who long recognized that, in the Caribbean as it must be among small island states elsewhere, environment and culture are intricately interwoven and the protection and development of vulnerable resources depend upon the active involvement of all sectors of island communities.

The association of Dr. Towle with the Brimstone Hill Fortress National Park Society (of which I am now the President) goes back earlier than the 1983 workshop. In 1971, the Society for the Restoration of Brimstone Hill (as it was then known as) was just six years old and, having leased the Hill and its Fortress from Government, was earnestly searching for funding to enable it to undertake the stabilization, restoration and maintenance of this extraordinary historical and cultural monument. In that year, the Caribbean Conservation Association (CCA), under its dynamic President, none other than Dr. Edward L. Towle, came forward with a presentation of US$4,000.00 for the restoration of the Main Guardhouse of the Prince of Wales Bastion. 
The then President of the Society, the late D. Lloyd Matheson, CBE, would later express his conviction that this seemingly small grant was very important in enhancing the profile of the Society and of the heritage site which it managed, thus paving the way for more substantial funding from other sources which resulted in the complete restoration of the bastion and other structures of the Fortress.

My reminiscences may seem to focus on Brimstone Hill, but I suggest that they also exemplify the vast contributions which Dr. Edward Towle has made to the Caribbean. He was not, of course, alone: there were the organizations which he helped found and which he led; the many colleagues and associates as well as influential friends and supporters in the right places; and his wife Judith, who shared his commitment and actively participated in realizing their many projects, while imparting stability and warmth to the creative and sometimes restless genius of her husband. 
But I think I can say with some justification that Dr. Edward Towle was possessed of a vision, a fertile energy and an abiding commitment to not only the conservation but to the planned development of the Caribbean and its people — a vision, energy and commitment that pulled people in then sent them marching out in pursuance of this noble but challenging mission. The Caribbean has lost a true friend; but he has left us a great legacy.
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Mr. Mahamad Hanif (right), Executive Director of the Caribbean Conservation Association, presenting a cheque for US$2,000 (the initial installment of a $4,000 pledge by CCA) to Mr. D. Lloyd Matheson, President of the Society for the Restoration of Brimstone Hill (16th May, 1971).  The CCA grant was made for the restoration of the Main Guard Building of the Prince of Wales Bastion at the Brimstone Hill Fortification, St. Kitts.  Also pictured (left to right), Mr. Edmund B. Morton, Principal Assistant Secretary, St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla Ministry of Trade, Development and Tourism, and Dr. Edward L. Towle, President of the Caribbean Conservation Association.  (Source:  photo archives of E.L. Towle) 
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