TRIBUTE TO DR. EDWARD TOWLE

By William S. Moody
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
I am indeed fortunate to have known Ed Towle for more than 30 years and to have worked closely with him and Judith in recent years in the British Virgin Islands.  

Ed was curious about the whole world and traveled far and wide with Judith.  Yet, the islands of the Caribbean, with special attention to small islands, and the challenges and opportunities facing the people living on them were his passion throughout his long professional career.  Ed was the best example I know of a person who understood sustainable development in an island context and the ways to work towards achieving its objectives.  Much of his adult life was devoted to analyzing and communicating key issues relating to the well being of marine and terrestrial life of islands.  Countless individuals and groups learned from Ed’s writings and field projects, thus empowering them to work more effectively for better protection and wise use of natural and cultural resources in the Caribbean.  
In so much of his work, Ed was certainly fortunate to have Judith as his partner.  Keen analyst and clear writer that she is, Judith brought fresh insights and valuable explanations in communicating Ed’s path-breaking ideas.  Moreover, Judith’s leadership and management talents were of critical importance in the life of the Island Resources Foundation.  Most of all, Judith’s and Ed’s deep love for each other sustained them through difficult times, as Ed’s medical challenges became more and more complex. 
Laurance S. Rockefeller and his principal associates, Wes Frye and Ellen Pomeroy, gave me an extraordinary opportunity, as their liaison, to work closely with Ed in very recent years.  This effort focused on the keen interest of LSR, as we referred to him, in arranging for his last land holding in the British Virgin Islands to become a managed wilderness for all time. This is Sandy Cay, a 14 acre uninhabited island near Jost Van Dyke.  While Ed turned to Laurance Rockefeller at the beginning of his career for encouragement and support—as in 1969 for the first assessment of the conservation needs and priorities in 13 Caribbean countries and in 1972 to launch the Island Resources Foundation—LSR, near the end of his life, turned to Ed for his cumulative experience and wisdom in the planning for and eventual disposition of Sandy Cay. 
My involvement in the Sandy Cay project allowed me to appreciate Ed in so many ways I had not expected.  Here was a man struggling with the ravages of diabetes, yet he was eager to do his part to move the project along, including my pushing him in his wheel chair to meetings in Government House across from Maria’s by the Sea in Road Town.  The combination of Ed’s inquiring mind and incredible memory helped to guide the implementation of this project until shortly before his death.  
His creativity never waned during this time, as one illustration reveals:  I remember Ed pondering the concept of Nature’s Little Secrets, the logo and motto of the BVI and the need to have “keepers” of these secrets.  He was wondering how BVIslanders might be encouraged to increase their own involvement in protecting the natural and cultural assets of the territory.  He was imagining ways in which people in all walks of life could be very proud “keepers” of the incredible treasures of the BVI.
Ed will long be remembered.  He was a man of vision and determination.  He understood science, economics, politics, history, human nature and so much more.  He cared deeply about people and all other living things.  While he was not shy about giving his point of view, he was a very good listener.  His incredible appetite for reading and learning not only contributed to his knowledge but also to his wit.  He never seemed to stop working, but he always had time for his friends and colleagues.  He was certainly ahead of his times, as the Ecological Guidelines for Island Development, written in 1974 with John McEachern, and his other writings confirm.  Time and again, I have heard that Ed was an inspiration for a generation of environmentalists.  He was a natural teacher and a cherished mentor.  Ed was a deeply caring and courageous man.  I will certainly miss my dear friend and colleague, Ed Towle.

