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Seabirds have been the least studied group of birds in the eastern Carib
bean country of Antigua-Barbuda. With the exception of the Least Tern, the spe
cies listed below only nest on the offshore islands and access requires the use of a 
boat. Visits to these islands and observations by birders and other interested 
people are therefore infrequent. 

In the past, the main threat to seabirds was by people harvesting eggs. 
This practice climaxed in the late 1970s/ early 1980s, and there has been a gradual 
decline since. Today, only a handful of fishermen carryon this tradition, and 
only occasionally. 

Even in the absence of detailed quantitative data, it appears that the num
bers of nesting and visiting birds has declined. As late as 1978, Holland and 
Williams reported seeing several species nesting in the hundreds, that now num
ber only in the dozens (e.g., Roseate and Sooty Terns). 

The extent of the decline is not known, however, and several species still 
nest in fairly large numbers within the country taken as a whole. Laughing Gulls 
presently nest in the hundreds in Antigua; Least Terns and Common (or Roseate) 
Terns nest in the hundreds in Barbuda. 

Factors that have been blamed for the decline include over-harvesting of 
eggs, the noise resulting from military testing in the 1970s, a dramatic increase in 
recreational use of the offshore islands, introduction of rats to the offshore is
lands, and degradation of marine resources. By far, the most pressing conserva
tion threat today is the loss of habitat that would result if proposed commercial 
development on the offshore islands of the North Sound is realized. 

Redonda, more so than any of the other islands within the country, is very 
infrequently visited and may have been able to maintain fairly large stable 

7 This status report was presented as a paper at the annual meeting of the Society of Caribbean Ornithol
ogy held in Aruba, August 1997. 
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populations of some seabird species. The island is extremely difficult and time
consuming to visit. 

Starting in the spring of 1996, Island Resources Foundation initiated a 
seabird monitoring programme. The focus has been the North Sound, but other 
islands off the coast of Antigua have been included on an ad hoc basis. We have 
been recording species, population estimates, breeding estimates, breeding sites, 
egg and hatchling estimates. Monitoring is based on bi-weekly or monthly visits 
during April to July, depending on available time and resources. Including 
Barbuda and Redonda in the monitoring programme, or minimally to at least 
conduct baseline surveys there, is a conservation priority. 

Species Accounts 

[NOTE: All notes are those of the authors unless otherwise indicated.] 

Manx Shearwater: fossil record from Antigua (Halewyn and Norton, 1988) and 
Barbuda (Pregill et aI, 1994). 

Audubon's Shearwater: nesting sites on Antigua and Barbuda known to have 
been abandoned since 1900 (Halewyn and Norton, 1984); regularly en
countered in coastal waters and may breed in Redonda. 

Leach's, Wilson's and Madeiran Storm-petrels: occasionally seen in low 
numbers. 

Red-billed Tropicbird: breed on Great Bird Island and Guiana Island in North 
Sound (10); York Island, Smith, Green on east coast (5-20). At least 50 
nests in Barbuda; breeds on Redonda in unknown numbers (Halewyn and 
Norton, 1984). 

Yellow-billed Tropicbird: known from fossil records (Pregill et aI, 1988). Re
corded for Barbuda (van Halewyn and Norton, 1984). 

Brown Pelican: breed on Hells Gate, Rabbit Island, Red Head Island and Hawes 
Island (at least until the 1995 hurricanes) in North Sound (30 nests); 50-75 
nests on Maiden Island on west coast of Antigua. 

Brown Booby: only booby seen around Antigua, and encountered frequently; 
most common booby occurring in Redonda, but all three boobies observed 
to breed there. An unidentified booby species is known from the fossil re
cord for Antigua (Pregill et aI, 1984). 

Masked Booby: see above. 

Red-footed Booby: see above. 
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Magnificent Frigatebird: approximately 2500 nests in Barbuda; 50-100 nests on 
Redonda; until recently a few nested on the largest of the Five Islands off 
of the west coast of Antigua. 

Pomaraine Skua: occasionally seen. 

Laughing Gull: listed as a common resident that breeds on offshore islands 
("generally never seen in flocks larger than 25 birds, but 400+ seen at 
MacKinnon Pond" [Holland and Williams, 1978]). We have seen flocks of 
several hundred in North Sound in 1995 and 1996. May breed on 
Barbuda's northwest coast. 

Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull and Black-backed Gull (not sure if Greater or 
Lesser): regular visitors in very low numbers. 

Gull-billed Tern: occasionally seen; Holland and Williams (1978) make no men
tion of breeding. 

Royal Tern: Holland and Williams (1978) report it as the most common tern in 
winter, scarce in summer; no mention of breeding. 

Sandwich Tern: Holland and Williams (1978) found it occasionally in large 
flocks in summer, not observed in winter. Although they make no men
tion of it breeding, we observed about 15-25 pairs on sand bar west of Co
drington Lagoon in 1997, in the company of Common Terns and Least 
Terns. 

Roseate Tern: Holland and Williams (1978) reported 100+ breeding colony in 
May on eastern end of York Island (Mill Reef) for several years; but no 
longer breed in these numbers, if at all (an unidentified tern species breeds 
in North Sound in low numbers today). 

Common Tern: Holland and Williams (1978) report seeing it in fall migration. 
Although they make no mention of breeding, we observed upwards of 500 
nests on the sand bar west of Codrington Lagoon in 1997. They were 
nesting in the company of Least Terns and Sandwich Terns. 

Black Tern: identified by Gricks in 1993. 

Bridled Tern: in 1997, approximately 70 nests observed in North Sound - Great 
Bird Island (15-20 nests on south end of ridge), Monocle Point (2 nests), 
Rabbit Island (10-15 nests), unnamed island east of Jenny Island (5 nests), 
Hell's Gate Island (4 nests), Galley Islands (24 nests), unnamed island 
north of Great Bird Island (4 nests), Little Bird Island (1 nest). 

Sooty Tern: 30 nests observed in May-June, 1996; 50-70 in May-June, 1997 - on 
north ridge of Great Bird Island in two colonies. Holland and Williams 
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(1978) report several hundred nesting on Great Bird Island and other 
North Sound islands, and seeing the bird in low numbers all seasons in 
North Sound. 

Least Tern: Holland and Williams (1978) reported it as a "common summer 
breeder, inhabiting any sandy flat area from April to September". We 
have seen 10 pair nest on Byams Wharf in Antigua, and isolated pairs 
elsewhere in Antigua. At least in the hundreds in Barbuda - Gricks ob
served 330 birds on September 13, 1993 at Spanish Point, Barbuda, and we 
observed hundreds nesting in 1997, on the sand bar west of Codrington 
Lagoon, in the company of Common Terns and Sandwich Terns. The 
three species were concentrated in a part of the narrow strip that was 
breached during the 1995 hurricane season. 

Black Noddy: spring and fall migrant in low numbers; no mention of breeding. 

Brown Noddy: summer breeder in dozens in May and June on Great Bird Island 
and North Sound islands; Holland and Williams (1978) reported several 
hundred breeding pairs. 
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