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Biodiversity Inventory and Status Assessment  
for the Proposed Wallings Forest Protected Area (Antigua) 

and the Codrington Lagoon National Park (Barbuda) 
 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
 
 
PROJECT OVERVIEW  
 
The Biodiversity Inventory and Status Assessment for the Proposed Wallings Forest Protected 
Area and the Codrington Lagoon National Park project is part of an effort by the 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda, in partnership with the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States’ Environment and Sustainable Development Unit (OECS-ESDU) and 
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), to improve 
biodiversity protection, management and conservation in Antigua and Barbuda.  
 
The primary objective of this project is to: 
 

…prepare a biodiversity inventory and status assessment report for Antigua and 
Barbuda, specifically focusing on the Codrington Lagoon National Park on the 
island of Barbuda and the proposed Wallings Forest Protected Area on the island of 
Antigua. 

 
Wallings Forest (Antigua) and the surrounding area serve as a repository for a 
significant portion of the nation’s biodiversity.  This area is characterized as a moist 
semi-evergreen forest and consists of numerous species of tropical trees, shrubs, lichens, 
ferns and orchids. Although the forest is secondary in growth, it supports a wide range 
of fauna which includes over 31 species of resident and migratory birds. Among the 
resident birds, the Bridled Quail Dove is considered to be extremely threatened and is 
in need of special conservation status. 
 
Codrington Lagoon (Barbuda) is the largest wetland and lagoon system in the State of 
Antigua and Barbuda, and one of the largest in the Lesser Antilles. The site also hosts 
the second largest nesting colony of Magnificent Frigate Birds in the western 
hemisphere. It is an ecologically diverse feature of Barbuda’s natural landscape. The 
Lagoon contains significant aquatic life and serves as possibly one of the region’s largest 
nursery and spawning area for the Caribbean Spiny Lobster. It also plays an important 
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role in protecting much of Codrington Village from direct contact with storm surge and 
coastal erosion. 
 
A major outcome of the project is a review of the most pertinent and salient literature 
that are relevant to the Codrington Lagoon and the Wallings Forest. 
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METHODOLOGY 
 
This literature review focuses on materials and sources that address the ecological, 
environmental, social and historical issues as they pertain to the Codrington Lagoon 
and Wallings Forest.  In conducting this review, Island Resources researched and 
sourced extant literature, aerial imagery and available baseline data relevant to the 
project from various local and international institutions.  The team examined and 
reviewed documentation and feedback available from the Environment Division (ED), 
the Forestry Unit, the Development Control Authority (DCA), the Lands Division, the 
Fisheries Division, the Port Authority, the Antigua Public Utilities Authority (APUA), 
the Barbuda Council, the Museum of Antigua and Barbuda library, and from other 
relevant institutions, such as the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), 
Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), the Organisation of American States 
(OECS), and the RAMSAR Secretariat. 
 
The Foundation’s project team also conducted on-line and on-site searches of the 
Library of Congress in Washington, DC and the Brooklyn and the New York Public 
Libraries in New York.  The team also used the extensive resources of the Foundation’s 
environmental reference libraries, and also tapped into local and regional marine and 
terrestrial biodiversity experts. 
 
Many of these library resources are inaccessible outside the United States and Europe, 
and access may be restricted to institutions of higher learning, large research and 
government institutions, museums, and others with the financial capacity to afford the 
costly subscription fees. This is a major drawback for small countries, NGOs, 
individuals and those with limited financial capacities.  
 
Though these resource libraries are extremely important sources of much of the 
historical and recent documents, maps and images on a wide range of subject matter 
that pertain to Antigua and Barbuda, the lack of direct access, the location of these 
institutions in the larger and richer Western countries, and the general lack of awareness 
in Antigua and Barbuda that these resources are available make these library resource 
institutions of very limited use to the country. 
 
Additionally, while these institutions and other sources provide a significant amount of 
material and historical accounts, the information available may only address more 
general subjects and may only mention these islands in passing (see Appendix II for a 
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list and details on many of these institutions and sites).  Wallings Forest and Codrington 
Lagoon do not factor into many of the reports and books, and, even when they are 
mentioned, it is in passing or in very general and vague terms.    
 
With this in mind, in writing this review, the team wanted to make it as simple, clear 
and relevant to the project’s focus as possible. The review looks at material pertaining to 
both Wallings Forest and the Codrington Lagoon from 1400 to 2000. The time period is 
further divided into 200 year intervals, and a summary is provided for each period. 
 
Though the team undertook extensive searchers, discussions and tapped into various 
sources, the list of documents and pertinent information is by no means complete. One 
of the major drawbacks of this effort is the relatively short time-frame provided for 
pulling together the review. Efforts like this need at least six months to allow the 
researcher(s) to search, locate, access and review documents and sources, and then to 
draft the report.  
 
There are hundreds of bits and pieces of information in private holdings housed in far -
lung libraries and collections, especially within the confines of old and dusty files and 
boxes in such places as the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Survey, the library of the 
Museum of Antigua and Barbuda, the EAG, and various other resource entities. For 
decades, these documents have remained out of the public.  In most instances, much of 
this material is not cataloged, and has been allowed to deteriorate. 
 
There are several key documents that the team is aware of but does not have access to at 
the moment. Some of these include: 

− The cadastral map of the John Hughes and Fig Tree Drive area showing the 
original boundaries of Wallings and private landholdings within and without the 
site; 

− Digitized maps for the Wallings and the Codrington Lagoon areas; 

− Estimating Protected Area Revenue in Antigua: Using the CVM for Land-use Planning 
in a Developing Country. McRonnie Henry (thesis report), 1990s  

− A History of the West Indies, Containing the Natural, Civil and Ecclesiastical History of 
each Island: with an Account of the Missions Instituted in those Islands, from 
Commencement of their Civilization; but more Especially of the Missions which have 
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been Established in that Archipelago by the Society  Late in Connexion with the Rev. 
John Wesley. Thomas Coke, LLD. Three Volumes. Nuttall, Fisher and Dixon, 
Duke-Street. 

− An Assessment of the Feasibility of Establishing a System of Parks and Protected Areas 
in Barbuda. CERMES, 1991; 

− An Assessment of the Natural Resources of Two Foot Bay, Barbuda and its Potential for 
Development as a National Park. CERMES, 1991; 

− The Lobster Fishery of Barbuda: A Socio-Economic Study. Sophie Van Der Meeren, 
1998; 

− National Forestry Action Plan: Antigua and Barbuda. Main Report. 
CARICOM/FAO/ODA. Tropical Forests Action Programme. St. John's, 1993; 

− Regional forestry sector study: (Vol. 1). Final report: (Vol. 2). Country report: 
Antigua and Barbuda. FAO, 1984; 

− Forestry and wildlife policy and legislation. McHenry, T.J.P., & Gane, M. FAO, 1987; 
 

− Fishery data collection systems for Eastern Caribbean Islands. Mahon, R., (ed.) & 
Rosenberg, A.A. Proceedings of an OECS/ICOD workshop. FAO, 1987; 

 
− Report on forestry research, Antigua and Barbuda. Buford Briscoe. FAO, 1991; 

 
− Report on land use and watershed management (Antigua and Barbuda). Lang, D. 

FAO, 1991;  
 

− Fishery management options for Lesser Antilles countries (Antigua and Bermuda, 
Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines). Mahon, R., FAO, 1990; 

− UNEP-GEF funded GIS mapping details and boundaries of the Codrington 
Lagoon Park and Protected Area, November 2000; 

− Details on the Barbuda Lagoon Amenity Area Demonstration Project. CREP, 2003-
2006; 

− Integrated Management Plan for Codrington Lagoon. ED, 2007 to present. 
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These documents would undoubtedly add considerable detail, insight and 
understanding of the history, welfare, development, research and ecology of 
Codrington and Wallings. With this in mind, it is our intention to make this a living 
document, i.e., it should be added to and further developed over time as more up-to-
date and relevant information becomes available. One way that the Foundation intends 
to make the document more useful and accessible is to make the bibliography into an 
MS Excel document, which would allow it eventually to be converted to a MS Access 
searchable database in the future. 
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PRELIMINARY BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Also included with this review is a preliminary bibliography, which includes a list of 
the sources used for the review, as well as other documents being used in the project 
any we think may be of interest to all stakeholders.  
 
There are undoubtedly many documents, reports, images, maps and other material that 
are of significant interest to this project. However, sourcing much of this material is 
extremely time-consuming, expensive, sometimes difficult and/or impossible to locate, 
and getting copies or reviewing the documents may present certain difficulties. 
 
Wherever possible, the team has reviewed each document mentioned or have 
concluded, based on reviews from other authors and researchers, that this document 
holds great significance to the project, and to Antigua and Barbuda. 
 
Much of the bibliography items listed pertain to the general landscape and ecological 
issues of Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda, and/or focuses on very specific issues such as 
a family or species of animal or plant, and not on Wallings Forest or Codrington 
Lagoon.  However, the issues that these documents focus on are quite relevant to past, 
present and future of both sites, and must be seen in the context of being invaluable 
resource material, especially for research and for the development of a broader 
understanding of the ecological, environmental, cultural, social, economic and historical 
issues for these sites. 
 
Nevertheless, as alluded to above, the bibliography is a working document, and the 
team will continue to tap into various avenues to learn more about what may be 
available, how to obtain them and how to feed the information into the project.  
 
It is our hope that the bibliography can be the start of an index and a searchable 
resource that can be added to and developed further so that other researchers and 
interested people may access the information and locate many of the more curious and 
rare documents-many of which tell the history of the people and landscapes of Antigua, 
Barbuda and Redonda. 
 
The bibliography is placed in Appendix III. 
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OVERVIEW OF STUDY AREAS 
 
One of the challenges of this review process was to determine how to address and 
apply, in a coherent and efficient manner, the information that focuses on two very 
different landscapes and ecological communities located on two discrete islands. 
 
Wallings Forest, Antigua 
 
Reforested around 1912, Wallings is a complex of secondary moist upland and mixed-
evergreen deciduous forest and woodland communities, grasslands, open areas, farm 
lands, streams, springs, reservoirs, cultural and historical resources, and human 
communities. Though its cultural and ecological values are of great significance to the 
economy and biodiversity resources of Antigua today, this was not always the case, 
despite the past importance that the reservoirs had on providing potable water for parts 
of the island. Wallings seemed have always played a background role to the lives of the 
people of the southern parts of Antigua, and may have in fact been quite important to 
peasants, though, given that era of history, they would have had little say in its 
preservation, evolution and development. Except for Papa Sammy Smith (2001), they 
left little or no written accounts for us to go by. 
 
In recent years, the area has emerged as a very important icon for tourism development, 
for education and awareness, research, bird watching and other forms of recreation, 
sightseeing and natural services. The focus of this project is testament to the growing 
significance of the area to the future development of Antigua and Barbuda. 
Nevertheless, gleaning any scrap of information from the past is a hard task, and one 
that requires a great deal of patience and time. 
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Codrington Lagoon, Barbuda 
 
For the Lagoon, conditions are similar, despite the very significant physical impression 
that this large body of water makes on visitors and residents and the substantial size of 
the Lagoon, encompassing about one-third of Barbuda. It is by far the single largest 
natural feature on the island. 
 
How then did this rather large marine feature go virtually unnoticed in historical 
accounts? It may simply be that for much of this period Barbuda remained out of the 
reach of most travelers, and more so to most resident Antiguans, or it was a site simply 
taken for granted by residents and visitors alike. 
 
Much of the literature reviewed does not address Wallings Forest or Codrington 
Lagoon directly.  Many authors who discuss Antigua as a focus in historical recounts, 
reports, journals, diaries and letters detail the working conditions on estates and 
plantations, on St. John's, the capital as a cultural study, on villages and the state of 
slaves, workers and peasants, the religious and spiritual conditions of the people, and 
on the state of the sugar industry as a whole.  
 
The natural landscape of Antigua is in general only a passing backdrop to many of 
these accounts, and the details are vague, unfamiliar and caged in very biased and, 
often times, convoluted terms. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW:  WALLINGS FOREST, ANTIGUA 
 
Literature Summary by Time Period, with Annotated References 
 

1400 to 1600 
 
Christopher Columbus passed Antigua during his second voyage to the region in 1493 
but did not stop at the island. His memoirs mention Antigua, but virtually no other 
report is available that details Antigua or Barbuda during this period of the islands' 
history. 
 
The fact that there seem to be little or no reports for this period may be an artifact of the 
islands’ colonial histories. However, is not suggestive, given the historical period, that 
little or written accounts were done for these islands. Undoubtedly, there exist material 
for Antigua and Barbuda from this period, but so far, little has turned up.   
 
 

1600 to 1800 
 
Similar to the above period, accounts and works from the early colonists are difficult to 
locate, and as with much of these works, Wallings is often only a passing reference, are 
not mentioned by name, and receive little attention.   
 
The British colonised Antigua in 1632 with Barbuda following soon thereafter. Some of 
these early accounts do survive, but are of little relevance to Wallings or Codrington, 
except for letters and notes from Codrington family members, which sometimes 
highlight life in Codrington Village, natural and social life in and around the Lagoon 
and other issues that pertained to their lease of the island. 
 
 

1800 to Present 
 
This of course is the most prolific and significant period for reports, accounts, travel 
journals, letters, diaries, etc. One of the earliest known references for Wallings is Antigua 
and the Antiguans (Lanagan, 1844), though this is in passing as she travels on a joy ride 
through that part of the country. Many of the works from this period, where Wallings is 
mentioned, date from around the mid- to late-1800s, and were primarily authored by 
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naturalists who came to the island to collect specimens.  
 
Antigua and the Antiguans, 1844 
 
In its day, this work was one of the most celebrated accounts of Antigua. Written by F.T. 
Lanagan (sometimes referred to as Flannigan), the two-volume book is a personal 
account of slavery, the by-then extinct Caribs, and the state of the plantations and sugar 
production, as well as the prominent families of the day.  
 
Interspersed in between her stories of people and the height of the Antiguan plantation 
society and government, Mrs. Lanagan manages to visit and describe parts of Wallings 
and Figtree Drive.  
 
She visits “Tom Moore Spring,” a historical natural source of water that originates 
below Wallings Reservoir No. 1.  She describes the spring:  “[T]he water is as clear as 
crystal, and of a refreshing coolness; and it trickles from beneath the roots of a large 
bamboo growing by, each drop looks like liquid pearl”.  After the spring, she proceeds 
on Fig-tree Hill. She describes the landscapes around the hill and the valley, and names 
many of the large species of trees as she and her party make their way to what is now 
Old Road Village. 
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Fall of an Old Silk Cotton Tree at Wallings:  
Photo of Tree Felling at Wallings, circa 1800 by John Anjo 
 
The date of this photo is not known, but may be from the 1880s to the 1890s before 
Wallings was complete deforested. Though the caption may give the impression that the 
Silk Cotton (Ceiba pentandra) fell naturally, it is obvious from the trunk left standing that 
it has been cut deliberately. The striated roots visible about the standing trunk are likely 
those of a strangler fig (Ficus cf. trigonata). 
 
This and the photo of Figtree Drive below (following reference) are housed in the 
library collection of the Museum of Antigua and Barbuda. 
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Figtree Drive, circa 1900 by John Anjo 
 
As with the prior photo, the exact date of the image below is unknown, but it is believed 
to have been taken later at a later date.  Anjo took many photos and turned them into 
postcards. This photo also appears on the cover of this report.  It displays a Ceiba 
pentandra along Figtree Drive before the advent of paved roads. 
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Birds of Antigua, 1934 
 
One of the earliest and most comprehensive reviews of the native birds of Antigua at 
the time, Stuart Danforth's work stands out because he not only described the species 
but also lists where he collected and observed his specimens as well as their stomach 
contents (what they ate). His collection from Wallings includes the Columba squamosa 
and Margarops fucscatus. 
 
The Natural Vegetation of the Windward and Leeward Islands, 1949 
 
Beard made such a lasting impression on regional forest experts that his tome is 
considered the most important work on forest ecosystems of the region. Beard used the 
very young secondary “pole forest” at Wallings to set up a number of study plots, and 
described the composition of species as well as the distribution.  The list of species he 
produced is often compared to more recent lists, including a 1988 study by Mackler and 
Hannah that reprised his research. 
 
For Barbuda, Beard similarly described much of the natural and human-induced 
vegetation and plant communities of the island, including the Lagoon and surrounding 
areas.  
 
Vegetation of Antigua, 1960 
 
Written up largely as a composite manuscript based on the observations and the long-
term studies of W.E. Box, the then renowned botanist of Antigua, and C.F. Charter, soil 
scientist, Loveless developed this thesis as a study of the environmental, biological and 
human influences on the then plant communities of the island. He provides an excellent 
overview of the meteorological and moisture influences on the vegetation. He also lists 
the species of plants associated with the various community types found at and around 
Wallings. 
 
Plants, Animals and Man in the Outer Leeward Islands, 1964 
 
Completed as part of his thesis requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy at 
the University of California, this work by David R. Harris remains one of the most 
detailed summaries of the issues relating to the country's biodiversity up to this time. 
Still a key reference, especially for the historical notes, it details the plant communities 
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of Wallings as well as species.  
 
Also relevant for Barbuda, it is one of the few references mentioning the Flamingos 
(Phoenicopterus ruber) at Codrington Lagoon. 
 
Observations on the Birds of Antigua, 1978 
 
This paper by Carroll Holland and Janet Williams is to date, the most comprehensive 
report on the birds of Antigua and locations for observing them. The paper provides 
some background information on bird observations at Wallings, as well as an account of 
the species, and most importantly, the rare and endangered species of birds to be found 
there, including the the White-crowned Pigeon (Columba leucocephala), the Scaly-naped 
Pigeon (Columba squamosa), the Bridled Quail Dove (Geotrygon mystacea), Ruddy Quail 
Dove (Geotrygon montana), the Brown Trembler (Cinclocerthia ruficauda) and the Pearly-
eyed and Scaly-breasted Thrashers (M. fuscatus and M. fuscus), and migrant wood 
warblers. 
 
The Forest at Wallings Reservoir, Antigua, West Indies, 44 Years After J.S. 
Beard's Study: Conjecture on the Patterns of Change, 1988 
 
A follow up to and a reprisal of Beard's study, the researchers set up study plots above 
the reservoir and looked at the woody species. They provide comparative results for 
theirs and Beard's earlier work. 
 
The Wallings Forest Trail Guide, 1992 
 
Produced in 1992 by the Science Club of the Christ the King High School, under the 
tutelage of science teacher Ms. Cleo Cooper, the Guide describes the most prominent 
features of the forest around the reservoir, as well as some of the more distinguished 
tree species, other plants, invertebrates, the history and peculiarities of the landscape. 
 
Unfortunately, few copies of this unique and curious work exist today. One of the few 
copies remains in the library of the Museum of Antigua and Barbuda. 
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Toward a Woody Plant List for Antigua and Barbuda: Past and Present, 1994 
 
This technical report by Francis, et al. provides a list of species of woody plant species 
for Wallings and other areas of Antigua and Barbuda as well as an overview of forest 
communities for the islands. 
 
Heritage Landmarks of Antigua and Barbuda, 1994 
 
Compiled by the late Desmond Nicholson, this book describes many of the more 
prominent natural, historical and other landmarks of Antigua and Barbuda, including 
Wallings Reservoir and forest. He discusses the history and origin of the Victorian 
architecture of the stone works and describes some of the more common trees and 
plants in the surrounding forest. 
 
Birding Trip Report, Antigua, 1997 
 
Birding trip report by Richard A Fuller and Rebecca M. Webb, this provides a summary 
of the birds seen during their trip to Antigua, which included Wallings.  
 
A Biodiversity Profile: Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda, 1997 
 
Completed as part of Island Resources Foundation's Eastern Caribbean Biodiversity 
Program, the Profile is a summary of issues, concerns and the species of plants, animals 
and ecosystems of all three islands, including the marine environment. It also touches 
on the value of the Wallings forest as an important biodiversity area for the country, 
especially for birds. 
 
A Vegetation Classification of Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda, 1997 
 
Also completed as part of IRF's Biodiversity Program, the Classification is the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date attempt to profile the plant communities of the islands,  
and includes the vegetation alliances and associations, as well as their most prominent 
species of plants to be found at Wallings forest. 
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A Nature Guide for Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda, 2003 
 
This Guide, compiled by Kevel Lindsay for the EAG and technically unpublished, is a 
comprehensive work that looks at the landscapes, species, sites and issues related to the 
natural history of Antigua and Barbuda. Wallings, among other areas, is addressed in 
the Guide. 
 
Bats of Antigua, Northern Lesser Antilles, 2006 
 
This occasional paper by Pedersen, et al. provides the first comprehensive survey of the 
bats of Antigua. He lists six species of bats and locations for captures within the 
Wallings forest area and other locations in Antigua. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW:  CODRINGTON LAGOON, BARBUDA 
 
Literature Summary by Time Period, with Annotated References 
 

1400 to 1600 
 
The research team did not find any material for Barbuda from this period. This does not 
mean that nothing exists.  There may be private letters, journals and accounts and rare 
books that are difficult to source given the restrictions of research methods employed 
and lack of access to these potential materials. 
 
 

1600-1800 
 
Sir William Codrington Letters, 1715 
 
The earliest note on the biodiversity of the Lagoon comes from a note in Harris in which 
he mentions that in a letter written by Codrington, then owner of Barbuda under a long-
term lease from the Crown, request that his “agent” on the island “send me... what 
ducks, guinney hens or fillemingoes that can be got.” guinney hens of course refers to 
the Helmeted Guineafowl (Numida meleagris), an introduced species from West and 
Southern Africa, and the fillemingoes refer to the Caribbean Flamingo (Phoenicopterus 
ruber), now extinct on Barbuda and on Antigua. These birds would have been hunted on 
the Lagoon and lands surrounding the village. 
 
This letter, among others was not available to the research team, but Harris alludes to 
the letter being in the Library of Sir Christopher Codrington in Gloucestershire, 
England. The letter is contained in the “First Letter-book.” This and other letters that 
describe life in Barbuda may now be housed at the National Archives in Antigua in the 
Codrington Papers. However, this is unknown and requires considerable commitment 
and resources to search the huge collection.  
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1800-Present 
 
Six Months in the West Indies, 1825 
 
In this travel journal, of a type very popular in the 1800s to the early 1900s, Coleridge 
describes his journeys in Barbuda, Antigua and other islands of the region. In Barbuda, 
he visits the Lagoon and the “bush” and talks about hunting, including trying to 
procure Flamingos. This is an important follow-up of Harris' note from the Codrington 
letter because it confirms that the species was still on the island in the 1800s. 
 
This is a very old book and not widely available. The principal author of this literature 
review, Mr. Kevel Lindsay, has recently purchased a copy, and the book is available as a 
reprint from www.Amazon.com.  
 
NB. Coleridge also visited Antigua and other islands in the region. During his visit to 
Antigua, he mentions the famous spring at Wallings, the same visited by Lanagan, 
though not by name. This is one of the first and few written mentions of the spring. Of 
it he says: “...a remarkably sweet and transparent one is to be found on the left hand side of the 
road at some little distance before the descent of Figtree Hill. If you are nice, you should take a 
glass tumbler to see the precious liquor sparkle; otherwise there is an antique negro always 
croning hard by who will lend you a clean calabash.” 
 
Coleridge's visit to Antigua seems more preoccupied with the social graces of the day, 
unlike his visit to Barbuda where he explores and describes more of the landscapes. 
Nevertheless, his mentioning this very historic spring is remarkable given how obscure 
it is today, and given how much damage and abuse it has undergone in recent years. 
 
The Resident West Indian Warblers of the Genus Dendroica, 1930 
 
Written by the famous ornithologist, James Bond, and one of the earliest works on the 
West Indian resident warblers, this paper describes the two resident species of Antigua 
(Yellow Warbler D. petechia) and Barbuda (D. petechia and the Barbuda Warbler D. 
adelaidae) warblers. During this period, the Barbuda Warbler was considered a sub-
species. Today, the Barbuda Warbler is the only bird endemic to the island; it is found 
primarily within the boundaries of the Codrington Lagoon Park. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/
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Quarterly Report, Wildlife Resources Survey of the Virgin Islands, 1955 
 
George Seaman visited Barbuda in October of 1955 to investigate reports of the recovery 
of banded White-crowned Pigeons (L. leucocephala) from St. Croix, USVI being taken in 
Barbuda. The report was to the then USVI Governor, the Honorable Walter A. Gordon. 
Seaman worked for the Fish and Wildlife Service of the Government of St. Croix. He 
began banding the White-crowns banding program in 1950 and avidly followed reports 
of recoveries of banded birds in Puerto Rico and the northeast Caribbean. In his report, 
he describes the Barbuda landscapes, the game to be found on the island, the lagoon 
and the population of pigeons on the island. 
 
New Bird Records for Barbuda, British West Indies, 1957 
 
George Seaman, a well-known naturalist, hunter and author from St. Croix and a 
frequent visitor to Barbuda, reported on new bird records for Barbuda, many of these 
from the Lagoon and around the Village. Many of these records added to the then-
meagre list of species for the island, including the Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus 
erythropthalmus) and the Sora Rail (Porzana carolina). 
 
The Social and Economic Role of Cattle in Barbuda, 1977  
 
Although not a study of the island's biodiversity, author Riva Berleant-Schiller provides 
an excellent summary of the economic and social value of cattle on Barbuda as well as 
useful background and insight into how the current landscapes around Codrington 
(and further afield) were developed.  The study also looks at the influences of human 
activities on the biodiversity of the island. 
 
The author produced three other major works that similarly describe the impact of 
human habits, practices and behaviors on the landscapes and biodiversity of the study 
area. These are: 
 

− Berleant-Schiller, R.   1977. Production and social organization in Barbuda, West 
Indies.  Ph.D. dissertation, State University of New York. 

 
− Berleant-Schiller, R.  1977.  Production and division of labor in a West Indian peasant 

community.  American Ecologist 4. 
 

− Berleant-Schiller, R.  Undated.  Environment, technology and the catch: fishing and 
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lobster-diving in Barbuda.  In: Gunda, B. (ed.), Fishing cultures of the world.  
Ethological Inst. University. 

 
Notes on the Breeding Biology of the Magnificent Frigatebird, 1973 
 
Before Dr. Betty-Anne Schreiber's follow-up work on the Magnificent Frigatebird 
(Fregata magnificens), Diamond's work on the nesting biology of the Magnificent 
Frigatebird stood as a groundbreaking study and is still often cited today. This work 
was based largely on a study of the frigatebird colony at Codrington Lagoon. 
 
His previous work: Sexual Dimorphism in Breeding Cycles and Unequal Sex Ratio in 
Magnificent Frigate-birds, 1972, is his early work on the Magnificent Frigatebird’s nesting 
biology and is based on the nesting colony in the Lagoon. 
 
Letter on Barbuda Frigatebird Colony to Dr. Edward Towle from A.W. Diamond, 
1974 
 
This letter was written to IRF’s founding president, Dr. Edward Towle, after Dr. Towle 
had expressed concern and strong reservations about a proposed hotel to be built on 
Barbuda.  Dr. Diamond had by then done considerable work on frigatebirds on Barbuda 
and throughout the tropics and was then based in Jamaica.  His letter describes the 
importance of the colony, the problems of human interference on the nesting success of 
the birds, and the need for the protection of the colony. 
 
Notes on Uca burgersi from Barbuda, Leeward Islands, 1974 
 
This addition to the biology of the fiddler crab (Uca burgersi), a species discovered in the 
1960s and one of the most common in Caribbean mangrove communities, includes the 
Codrington Lagoon and surrounding communities.  The paper is compiled by P.E. 
Gibbs in the journal Crustaceana but is in German. 
 
Ecology of Recent Sediment-dwelling and Phytal Foramanifera from the Lagoons of 
Barbuda, West Indies, 1975 
 
M. D. Brasier discusses the types of foraminifera, what are termed protists (unicellular 
organisms) found in the Codrington and nearby lagoon environments, and describes 
the the different ecosystems and habitat types of the area. 
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Ecology and Distribution of Recent Foramanifera from the Reefs and Shoals Around 
Barbuda, West Indies, 1975 
 
Similar in scope to his work above, in this, Brasier expands his work to the habitats 
outside of Codrington Lagoon. 
 
A Survey of the Codrington Lagoon system, 1983 
 
Authored by the current project’s team member, John Mussington, for the Eastern 
Caribbean Natural Areas Management Programme (ECNAMP) and the Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda, the Survey describes the Lagoon system, including the 
mangroves and the marine habitats. 
 
The status of Mangrove Conservation in the CARICOM Islands of the Eastern 
Caribbean, 1991 
 
The late Dr. Peter Bacon was the region's foremost scientist on Caribbean wetlands. In 
his most comprehensive work on the wetlands of the Eastern Caribbean, he describes 
virtually all of the wetland systems of Barbuda, including Codrington, listing sub-
communities, sizes, species composition and locations. 
 
Frigate Bird Colony Status Report, 1996 
 
Schreiber is perhaps the most recent and comprehensive work to describe the ecology 
and significance of the Frigatebird colony. Dr. Schreiber builds on the works by 
Diamond and updates the population numbers for the species. 
 
Her follow-up work, Frigate Bird Colony Management and Monitoring Plan, 1988, is an 
important attempt to address human impacts on the ecology and sustainability of the 
colony. She uses the ecological needs and dynamics of the Lagoon ecosystem to develop 
a recommended system of monitoring and management for the area. 
 
A Proposed Ecosystem Monitoring Plan for Codrington Lagoon, Barbuda, 2000 
 
Researcher Dr. Lianna Jarecki provides the most detailed overview of the Lagoon to 
date, with results on water quality test, substrate analysis, the vegetation and the 
physical outlay of the system. She list species as well as provides a monitoring plan for 
the Lagoon. 
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Barbuda Whistling Duck Surveys, 2000 
 
These surveys were conducted by Ann Sutton of Jamaica as part of an effort by the 
Environmental Awareness Group (EAG) to study the status of the West Indian 
Whistling Duck (Dendrocyna arborea) on Antigua and Barbuda.  
 
From her surveys, Sutton concluded that there were not less that 85-100 West Indian 
Whistling Ducks in 12-20 family groups. They use most habitat types. They roost in 
shady areas during the day (possibly including Horse Pond, Bull Pond, Cedar Tree 
Point and Rabbit Point), and fly out at night to feed in productive ponds (Codrington, 
Privy Pond, Two Foot Bay Pond), including places that are close to human habitation. 
John Mussington suggested that the main nesting season might be July-September. 
Critical habitats are the nesting areas and places that stay wet in severe drought 
(possibly Horse and Bull Ponds).  
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General Works 
 
In addition to the works and reports summarised above, there are a number of general 
works that have helped to define our ideas and perceptions of Wallings Forest and 
Codrington Lagoon through the discussions and recommended steps for action. These 
include:  
 

− Antigua and Barbuda First National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(ED, 2001),  

− Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan for Antigua and Barbuda (UNDP, 2001),  

− Antigua and Barbuda Environmental Strategy and Action Plan (CIDA, 2004),  

− United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification National Action Plan (draft) for 
Antigua and Barbuda (ED, 2005), and  

− Global Forest Resources Assessments Country Reports: Antigua and Barbuda (FAO, 
2005). 

 
There are also several important works that are significant for their historical value and 
for the materials they describe.  Unfortunately, the project team has been unable to 
locate these works, including: 
 

− Alston, A. H. G.  1935.  Pteridophyta of Antigua.  Journ. Bot. Brit. and For. 73: 33-40.  

− Box, H.E.  1938.  A systematic enumeration of the flowering plants of Antigua.  British 
Natural History Museum. 

− Box, H.E. 1938 and Phillipson, W.R.   1951. An undescribed species of 
Mastichodendron (Sapotaceae) from Barbados and Antigua.  Bulletin of the British 
Museum, Botany 1. 

− Cater, J.   1944. Forestry in the Leeward Islands: Development and welfare in the West 
Indies.  Bulletins, no. 7.  Advocate Co., Ltd., Bridgetown, Barbados. 

− Danforth, Stuart Taylor. 1934?. The birds of Barbuda.  Journal of Agriculture of the 
University of Puerto Rico, Vol. 14, No. 4. 
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APPENDIX II 
 

LIBRARY AND ONLINE RESOURCES FOR  
LITERATURE SEARCHES, RESEARCH AND INQUIRIES 

 
There are several sources for information research that is available to residents of 
Antigua and Barbuda who may be interested in Wallings Forest and Codrington 
Lagoon, or any other subjects and issues. Many of the more comprehensive and 
extensive collections are situated outside of the country, but they still offer an invaluable 
resource for anyone. 
 
All of the international organizations listed are located in the United States. This is 
despite the fact that much of the historical reports, notes, journals, diaries and letters are 
from European sources. Nevertheless, many of these documents are available from the 
Library of Congress. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL SOURCES 
 
Brooklyn Public Library (BPL) www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org 
 
Originally envisioned as a small network of libraries throughout the independent city of 
Brooklyn, the BPL system was approved by an Act of Legislature of the State of New 
York on May 1, 1892, and later passed by resolution of the Brooklyn Common Council 
on November 30, 1896. 
 
Today, the BPL system is the fifth largest library system in the nation, existing 
independently alongside the New York Public Library (serving the Bronx, Manhattan, 
and Staten Island) and the Queens Borough Public Library. Consisting of 58 branches 
located within a half mile of every Brooklyn resident, plus a business library in 
Brooklyn Heights, and the only public bookmobile in New York City.  
 
As an independent system, separate from the New York City and Queens libraries, the 
Brooklyn Public Library serves the borough's 2.5 million residents, offering thousands 
of public programs, millions of books and use of more than 850 free Internet-accessible 
computers.  

http://www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/
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The mission of Brooklyn Public Library is to ensure the preservation and transmission 
of society's knowledge, history and culture, and to provide the people of Brooklyn with 
free and open access to information for education, recreation and reference.  
 
NB: Description taken from the BPL website. 
 
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) www.fao.org 
 
In 1943, forty-four governments, met in Hot Springs, Virginia, the United States, and 
committed themselves to founding a permanent organization for food and agriculture.  
 
In 1945, the first session of FAO Conference, which was held in Quebec City, Canada, 
established FAO as a specialized United Nations agency. 
 
In 1951, the FAO headquarters was moved to Rome, Italy, from Washington, DC in the 
United States. 
 
The FAO of the United Nations leads international efforts to defeat hunger. Serving 
both developed and developing countries, FAO acts as a neutral forum where all 
nations meet as equals to negotiate agreements and debate policy. FAO is also a source 
of knowledge and information. The Organization helps developing countries and 
countries in transition modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
practices and ensure good nutrition for all. 
 
The FAO website is a great resource on various subject areas pertaining to food, forestry, 
fisheries, ecology and other issues. The site allows the searcher to access most of the 
organization's publications. 
 
NB: Description taken from the FAO website. 
 
Journal Storage (JSTOR) www.jstor.org 
 
JSTOR was founded in 1995 to build trusted digital archives for the scholarly 
community. Today, it works with the scholarly community to preserve their work and 
the materials they rely upon, and to build a common research platform that promotes 
the discovery and use of these resources. 
 
With participation and support from the international scholarly community, JSTOR has 

http://www.fao.org/
http://www.jstor.org/
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created a high-quality, interdisciplinary archive of scholarship, is actively preserving 
over one thousand academic journals in both digital and print formats, and continues to 
greatly expand access to scholarly works and other materials needed for research and 
teaching globally. The organization is investing in new initiatives to increase the 
productivity of researchers and to facilitate new forms of scholarship. 
 
JSTOR is a not–for–profit organization dedicated to helping the scholarly community 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of intellectual content in a trusted digital 
archive. The organization's overarching aims are to preserve a record of scholarship for 
posterity and to advance research and teaching in cost–effective ways. It operates a 
research platform that deploys information technology and tools to increase 
productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. JSTOR collaborates with 
organizations that can help it achieve its objectives and maximize the benefits for the 
scholarly community.  
 
JSTOR is only available online and through participating subscriber institutions such as 
museums, libraries and research organizations. Access to JSTOR's material resources is 
not available to individuals outside of organizational membership. For countries such 
as Antigua and Barbuda, membership and access may be obtained through affiliated 
member institutions. 
 
JSTOR has offices located in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Manhattan, New York. 
 
NB: Description taken from the JSTOR website. 
 
The New York Public Library (NYPL) www.nypl.org 
 
The New York Public Library consists of 86 libraries in the Bronx, Manhattan, and 
Staten Island: four world-acclaimed research libraries, a large network of neighborhood 
branch libraries, four central libraries with in-depth subject collections, and a library for 
the blind and physically handicapped. All libraries in the NYPL system may be used 
free of charge by all visitors.  
 
The New York Public Library comprises simultaneously a set of scholarly research 
collections and a network of community libraries, and its intellectual and cultural range 
is both global and local, while singularly attuned to New York City.  
 

http://www.nypl.org/
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It is historically a privately managed, nonprofit corporation with a public mission, 
operating with both private and public financing in a century-old, still evolving private-
public partnership.  
 
The NYPL was founded in 1895 as a private collection, and officially opened its doors on 
May 24, 1911. 
 
NB: Description taken from the NYPL website. 
 
The Library of Congress (TLoC) www.loc.gov/index.html 
 
An agency of the legislative branch of the U.S. government, the Library of Congress 
(TLoC) encompasses several integral service and support units (see website for list).  
TLoC is the United States' oldest federal cultural institution and serves as the research 
arm of Congress. It is also the largest library in the world, with millions of books, 
recordings, photographs, maps and manuscripts in its collections. 
 
The Library's mission is to make its resources available and useful to the Congress and 
the American people and to sustain and preserve a universal collection of knowledge 
and creativity for future generations. The Office of the Librarian is tasked to set policy 
and to direct and support programs and activities to accomplish the Library's mission. 
 
Though much of the TLoC is searchable online, many of its collections are only 
available on-site and via the computer databases, accessible only via the Library 
computers. 
 
The Library of Congress has offices and branches in the Washington, DC, Maryland and 
Virginia areas. 
 
NB: Description taken from the TLoC website. 
 
Island Resources Foundation (IRF) www.irf.org 
 
Island Resources Foundation (IRF) was founded in the U.S. Virgin Islands in 1972, 
dedicated to the premise that islands are special places, with particularly fragile 
environments and exceptionally vulnerable development options. The primary 
geographic focus for over three decades has been the insular Caribbean, and the central 

http://www.libraryofcongress.gov/
http://www.irf.org/
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mission has been to assist small islands to meet the challenges of social, economic and 
institutional growth while protecting and enhancing their environments. 
 
An underlying premise for all of the Foundation’s work has been the recognition that, in 
small islands, information is the basis for informed decision making about the 
environment. Thus, when Island Resources was first organized in St. Thomas, U.S. 
Virgin Islands in the early 1970s, an early priority became the acquisition of 
documentation focused on environmental topics related to small islands, especially 
those in the Caribbean region.  
 
Over time, in excess of 10,000 documents, books, unpublished reports, maps and 
photographs on insular ecosystems, historic and scenic places, tourism, coastal resource 
management, marine pollution, land use management, parks and protected areas, 
marine recreation, beaches, coral reefs, coastal erosion, environmental impact 
assessment, environmental planning, species and other resources undergoing change 
were assembled at the Foundation’s headquarters in St. Thomas.  
 
In addition to collecting documentation on priority subject areas, at both an island-
specific and Caribbean-regional level, each of the nearly 200 discrete projects the 
Foundation has developed and implemented has involved the assembly of vast 
amounts of more detailed data and information, significantly adding to our library 
holdings year by year, island by island, project by project.  
 
As the Foundation’s library became better known among neighboring islands, regional 
institutions, government agencies and international bodies, and as the Foundation 
developed its own publication series, exchange arrangements became possible, which 
also added to the Foundation’s ability to acquire new materials for its library collection.  
 
In the Caribbean, the IRF library has remained unmatched. To help keep track of this 
expanding collection, in the early-1990s the Foundation, in cooperation with the Eastern 
Caribbean Center at the University of the Virgin Islands, cataloged a part of the 
Foundation’s library using CDS-ISIS library cataloging software (from UNESCO via 
ECLAC licensing). Materials cataloged at that time primarily focused on the Caribbean 
geographic collection and included approximately 40 percent of the shelved materials. 
 
In 1997, the Foundation donated its regionally recognized library at St. Thomas to the 
College in Tortola. The collection is now housed at the College’s Learning Resource 



Biodiversity Assessment of Wallings Forest and Codrington Lagoon: LITERATURE REVIEW 

Page 34 i s land resources 
 F O U N D A T I O N  

Centre at the Paraquita Bay campus of the H. Lavity Stoutt Community College.  
 
A satellite library was established in the mid-1980s at the Foundation’s Washington, DC 
office. Approximately 25 percent of the primary library holdings are now available at 
the Washington facility. 
 
NB: Description taken from the IRF website. 
 
Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) www.biodiversitylibrary.org/About.aspx 
 
The Biodiversity Heritage Library is a work in progress. Ten major natural history 
museum libraries, botanical libraries, and research institutions have joined to form the 
Biodiversity Heritage Library Project. The group is developing a strategy and 
operational plan to digitize the published literature of biodiversity held in their 
respective collections. This literature will be available through a global “biodiversity 
commons.” 
 
The participating libraries have over two million volumes of biodiversity literature 
collected over 200 years to support the work of scientists, researchers, and students in 
their home institutions and throughout the world. The 10 member libraries of the 
Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) members now have over 1.124 million pages of key 
taxonomic literature available on the web.  
 
The BHL will provide basic, important content for immediate research and for multiple 
bioinformatics initiatives. The core of our natural history and herbaria library 
collections will be available to a truly global audience. Web-based access to these 
collections will provide a substantial benefit to people living and working in the 
developing world -- whether scientists or policymakers. 
 
Participating institutions include: 
 

• American Museum of Natural History (New York, NY)  
• The Field Museum (Chicago, IL)  
• Harvard University Botany Libraries (Cambridge, MA)  
• Harvard University, Ernst Mayr Library of the Museum of Comparative Zoology 

(Cambridge, MA)  
• Marine Biological Laboratory / Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (Woods 

Hole, MA)  

http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/About.aspx
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• Missouri Botanical Garden (St. Louis, MO)  
• Natural History Museum (London, UK)  
• The New York Botanical Garden (New York, NY)  
• Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (Richmond, UK)  
• Smithsonian Institution Libraries (Washington, DC)  

 

The Biodiversity Heritage Library Project strives to establish a major corpus of digitized 
publications on the Web drawn from the historical biodiversity literature. This material 
will be available for open access and responsible use as a part of a global Biodiversity 
Commons. We will work with the global taxonomic community, rights holders, and 
other interested parties to ensure that this legacy literature is available to all.  
 
NB: Description taken from the BHL website. 
 
Online Search Engines and Resources:  

Google www.google.com and Yahoo www.yahoo.com 
 
Although it may seem a cliché, online search engines and resources are invaluable tools 
for locating documents and information on just about any subject. Not only can they 
lead a searcher to documents, but they also provide access to images, names, places, 
people and various types of information, and a searcher may also ask questions and get 
answers. 
 
How may this pertain to Wallings Forest and to the Codrington Lagoon?  Simply, these 
search sites are the first places to start online when looking for information on these 
natural areas.  
 
Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 
 
Wikipedia is a multilingual, Web-based, free content encyclopedia project. The name 
Wikipedia is a portmanteau (combination of words and their meanings) of the words 
wiki (a type of collaborative Web site) and encyclopedia. Wikipedia's articles provide 
links to guide the user to related pages with additional information. 
 
Wikipedia is written collaboratively by volunteers from all around the world.  Since its 
creation in 2001, Wikipedia has grown rapidly into one of the largest reference Web 
sites, attracting at least 684 million visitors yearly by 2008.  There are more than 75,000 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.yahoo.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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active contributors working on more than 10,000,000 articles in more than 250 
languages.  As of today, there are 2,573,601 articles in English; every day hundreds of 
thousands of visitors from around the world make tens of thousands of edits and create 
thousands of new articles to enhance the knowledge held by the Wikipedia 
encyclopedia. 
 
Because Wikipedia is an ongoing work to which, in principle, anybody can contribute, it 
differs from a paper-based reference source in important ways. In particular, older 
articles tend to be more comprehensive and balanced, while newer articles more 
frequently contain significant misinformation, un-encyclopedic content, or vandalism. 
Users need to be aware of this to obtain valid information and avoid misinformation 
that has been recently added and not yet removed (see Researching with Wikipedia for 
more details).  However, unlike a paper reference source, Wikipedia is continually 
updated, with the creation or updating of articles on topical events within seconds, 
minutes or hours, rather than months or years for printed encyclopedias.  
 
With this in mind, though enormously popular, and used extensively by students, 
researchers and lay people, Wikipedia should always be used with some caution. Facts 
obtained from the site should always be checked and re-checked for accuracy. 
 
Wikipedia is hosted by the Wikimedia Foundation, a non-profit organization that also 
hosts a range of other projects. 
 
NB: Description taken from the Wikipedia website. 
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REGIONAL AND LOCAL SOURCES 
 
Environmental Awareness Group (EAG) www.eag.org.ag 
 
The EAG was established in 1989 and is of the few NGOs in Antigua.  
 
The Group helps local people and visitors from overseas appreciate the importance of 
conserving the wildlife and natural resources of Antigua and Barbuda. It receives and 
gives out environmental information and works on conservation projects in partnership 
with the Government, the general public, private companies and overseas 
organisations. 
 
The EAG maintains an extensive collection of materials in its library, located at the 
Antigua and Barbuda Museum on Long Street. Much of this information was collected 
during preparation of the Antigua and Barbuda Environmental Profile, from the period 
from 1989 to 1991. It was the explicit wish of the technical team leader and profile 
author, Island Resources Foundation that the local NGOs working on the Profile be 
provided with the extensive research materials and data coming out of the writing of 
the document. This was left with the EAG and in some respect, with the Museum 
resources library as well. 
 
Though not available online, the EAG library is an important resource for students, 
researchers and visitors. 
 
Caribbean Journal of Science (CJS) www.caribjsci.org 
 
The CJS began publication in 1961 with the sponsorship of the College of Arts and 
Sciences of the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez. Its mission as a non-profit 
scholarly journal is to publish quality papers about Caribbean natural science and to 
make them widely available--free of cost over the Internet and at a low price in the 
traditional printed medium.  
 
The CJS website has been online since 1995, and in 1997 it began supplementing the 
printed journal with a digital version. The CJS was the first scientific journal to 
digitalize its complete collection and offer it in a CD/ROM, and is one of the few 
journals that offers free and unrestricted access to all its articles. 
 

http://www.eag.org.ag/
http://www.caribjsci.org/
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The CJS publishes articles, research notes, and book reviews pertinent to the Caribbean 
region. The emphasis is on botany, zoology, ecology, conservation biology and 
management, geology, archaeology, and paleontology. The CJS now publishes three 
issues (February, June and October) per year.  
 
NB: Description taken from the Caribbean Journal of Science website. 
 
International Institute of Tropical Forestry (IITF) 

www.fs.fed.us/global/iitf/about.html 
 
The International Institute of Tropical Forestry (IITF), US Department of Agriculture - 
Forest Service, was created in 1939 in Río Piedras, Puerto Rico. As a scientific institution, 
the IITF is committed to research in tropical forestry and the transfer of technologies. To 
address aspects of physical, social, and economic issues in managing tropical forests, 
the IITF has more than sixty years of experience in interdisciplinary research.  
 
The IITF is involved in partnerships for policy and program coordination with many 
local government agencies as well as with non-government conservation organizations. 
A recent and expanding effort provides guidance and financial incentives to local 
authorities for projects in urban forestry. Research partnerships exist with over fifty 
institutions. Internationally, staff consultancies and research have occurred in virtually 
all of the Caribbean Island, Mexico, Central America, South America, and parts of 
tropical Asia.  
 
Though not searchable online, IITF provides a list of its publications and allows the 
researcher to request publications through its online portal. 
 
NB: Description taken from the IITF website. 
 
Museum of Antigua and Barbuda (MoAB) www.antiguamuseums.org 
 
The Museum of Antigua and Barbuda on Long Street, St. John's, was opened in 1985 by 
the Historical and Archaeological Society by Desmond Nicholson. The Society was 
established in 1956. 
 
The Museum is a must on the primary and secondary school and the tourist circuit. It is 
an important research and information source for local, regional and international 

http://www.fs.fed.us/global/iitf/about.html
http://www.antiguamuseums.org/
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scientists, students and individuals interested in the history of Antigua and Barbuda, 
and indeed the Caribbean region. 
 
MoAB hosts an extensive collection of historical, archaeological, environmental and 
ecological material, though this is not searchable via the Internet. However, the 
museum provides a list of its publications online. Nevertheless, the Museum library is 
an important resource for information on Wallings and Codrington. The few old and 
dated historical images of Wallings are housed here at the Museum. 
 
National Archives of Antigua and Barbuda (NAoAB) 
 
The National Archives operates under the direction of the Ministry of Education and is 
located at Victoria Park, St. John's. 
 
Unfortunately, the archives resources are not available online, and until then, research 
inquiries are accepted via postal mail, and research is done at no charge but for copying 
and postal costs.  Nevertheless, the Archives is an important local resource, especially 
since much of the information on Christopher Codrington and his family, who 
maintained a lease for Barbuda many generations, and for whom the Lagoon is named, 
is housed there. 
 
Antigua Public Library (APL) www.antiguapublib.info and www.antiguapublib.org 
 
The Public library was founded in 1830 as a private venture. The aim was the "gradual 
formation of a permanent library of general literature, and the establishment in 
connection with the library, of a reading room." Before 1843, the establishment of the 
Antigua Library Society by an act of parliament transformed the library's status to that 
of a corporation. However, in 1843 its proprietors were ruined when an earthquake not 
only damaged their private properties, but also partially destroyed the library. This led 
to the property becoming government owned in 1854. The library was then managed by 
trustees whose powers were increased in 1871. 
 
In 1900, the city board "superseded the trustees and undertook its maintenance and 
control." In 1907 the City Board was abolished and Ordinance 4 was enacted 
empowering the Governor to appoint "trustees of the real and personal property of the 
library, and to make rules for its management. The trustees then regarded the building 
and contents as trust property.  
 

http://www.antiguapublib.info/
http://www.antiguapublib.org/
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In 1974 a major earthquake again damaged the building and it was judged unsound. 
Subsequently, in 1975, the library was temporarily moved to a new location, upstairs of 
the Silston's Library, and its services were reduced to a primary focus on children. It 
was again moved to Lolita's building on Market Street in 1978. Here the adult library 
opened its doors, but there was not enough space to accommodate a children's library. 
This was added one year later, when in 1979 additional space was rented in the same 
building to house the Children's Department. 
 
NB: Description taken from the APL website. 
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PRIVATE COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES 
 
Private materials are sources are perhaps the most unique information resource 
available to researches and interested persons. Much of the information from private 
sources that were obtained for this review come from the collections of team members, 
long-term IRF associates and colleagues. 
 
Island Resources tapped into the collections and expertise of a number of people, 
including: 
 

− Kevel Lindsay, current project's Principal Investigator – Brooklyn, NY 

− Jean-Pierre Bacle, current project's Natural Resource Specialist - 
Washington, DC 

− John Mussington, current project's Marine Biologist and Field 
Investigator - Codrington, Barbuda 

− Brian Cooper, EAG President - Antigua 

− Vince Hubbard, Caribbean historian – Virginia and Nevis 

− McRonnie Henry, former Antiguan Forestry Officer – Maryland 

− Adriel Thibou, Forestry Assistant - Antigua 
 
Much of the information collected by these individuals is not available for circulation 
and is not formally cataloged. However, given the breath of knowledge that they 
possess, these individuals are key sources for rare bits and pieces of information, 
documents, reports, and events, and can provide guidance on a host of subjects and 
issues. 
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